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BY THE LATE MALTBIE D. BABCOCK, D.D. 


Just before leaving his home in February, 1901, for the trip to the Holy Land from which he was 


not permitted to return, Dr. Babcock sent to The Sunday School Times this article. 


lt came too late for 


the New Year's season of that year, and has therefore been held for publication until now,—a message of 
deep and beautiful significance from one who lived only for the ** things that survive.” 


KING whose ever-varying moods caused him to 
sway between extremes of delight and despair, 
sought of the wise men of his realm some precept or 
proverb which would give rest and poise to fitful 
thought. His litthke daughter succeeded when they 
had failed, giving him a ring in which were engraved 
two Arabic words, Wa-hadha Yazool, ‘‘ This too shall 
pass away."’ 

Warren Hastings gave great prominence to this 
incident in the English-speaking world, as he told 
how the story cheered him in his darkest hours. 

Paul Hamilton Hayne, the Southern poet, has 
given it even more celebrity by a striking little poem 
it suggested to him. His untimely death was all too 


significant in its truth. 


‘* Art thou in misery, brother? This I say, 


3e comforted, Thy grief shall pass away. 
Art thou elated? Ah! 


Temper thy joy. This too shall pass away. 


$e not too gay, 
Art thou in danger? Still let reason sway, 
And cling to hope. This too shall pass away, 
Tempted art thou? In all thine anguish lay 
One truth to heart. This too shall pass away. 
Do rays of laureled glory round thee play ; 

Kinglike art thou ? 


Whate’er thou art, where’er thy footsteps stray, 


This too shall pass away. 


Heed Wisdom’s voice. All things must pass away.’’ 


How vividly does the truth come home to us when, 
at the grave of an old year and the cradle of a new, 
we listen to the vibrations of the great clock of time, 
as it strikes twelve for the passing, not of another year, 
but of another century ! 

We have quite forgotten t. write 1890, and once in 
a while we write 1900 now by mistake ; but we shall 


soon learn, and not do so again. 


‘¢ Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day ; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away. 
Change and decay in all around I see. 


© Thou who changest not, abide with me !’’ 





What abides in all this changing, what stays amid 
things that are passing away ? The 
Amid 
the changes that have come to each of us since child- 


Life and love. 
life God gives us, and the love he has for us. 


hood, the strange mystery of life, of our personality, 
of our identity, has persisted. The same ‘‘I’’ has 
lived through all the bodily, mental, physical, and 
historical settings of life. Though the house has 
been changed again and again, the tenant has been 
the same. Though the tent has been pitched first in 
one place and then in another, it has béen the same 
pilgrim journeying on. And when the end of life 
and things shall come, and death pick this body to 
pieces, yet it shall not touch us. Though the ele- 
ments may melt with fervent heat, and the scenes ot 
our life be rolled up like a curtain, yet each of us can 
say to his soul, ‘‘ Thou remainest.’’ Even Socrates, 
in the twilight, said, when his friends asked him 
where he would be buried, ‘‘ Anywhere, if you can 


catch me.’’ What Shelley wrote of his cloud each 


of us may say in the same spirit to his soul : 


‘*T am the daughter of earth and water, 
And the nursling of the sky. 
I pass through the pores of ocean and shores, 
I change, but I never die. 
For after the rain, when, with never a stain, 
The pavilion of Heaven is bare, 
And the clouds and sunbeams, with their convex 
gleams, 
Build up the blue dome of air, 
‘I silently laugh at my own cenotaph, 
And out of the cavern of rain, 


Like a child from the womb, like a ghost from the 
tomb, 


I arise, and upbuild it again,’’ 


Without a Bible, I should believe in my surviving 
But 
with the words of Christ, ‘‘ Because I live, ye shall 
live also,"’ ‘‘I am come that they might have life, 


life, though everything about me pass away. 
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and that they might have it more abundantly,’’ ‘I 
give unto them eternal life ;’’ 
of Jesus Christ as proof of life's triumph over death, 
of the deathless life as well as love of God for me, 
I know that I have laid up my treasure in the right 
place, that I have followed no cunningly devised fable, 
that my immortal dream shall come true. 


with the resurrection 


** Thou wilt not leave us in the dust: 
Thou madest man, he knows not why ; 
He thinks he was not made to die. 
And thou hast made him : thou art just.’’ 


And the love of God ; that too survives. The per- 
mutations of time, providences hard to explain, the 
days of disappointment, the nights of sorrow, the 


God's 





blackness of self-hatred, pangs of conscience, 
love survives them all. ‘‘I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love.’’ Loved in spite of everything, 
loved through everything and past everything, God 


has commended his love toward us, in that, while we 
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were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Back of his smile 
upon obedience and his frown upon disobedience, 
back of the laws kept that build us up, and the laws 
broken that pull us down, is God's love seeking to 
win ours. 
‘* For life, with all it yields of joy and woe, 
And hope and fear,—believe the aged friend, — 


Is just our chance o’ the prize of learning love.’’ 


How does a mother seek to win her boy's love? 
The baby’s first smile is dear, but it proves nothing 
yet for character. Through the days of boyhood, 
through blunders and mistakes and hard lessons, 
disappointments, hopes, and fears, a mother’s love 
patiently persists. But how is all that it cost forgot- 
ten when she knows she has the full loyalty, the 
manly love, of her son? 

Oh, early or late, wake to the love of your God, 
who, through everything and despite everything, has 


been ceaselessly loving you ! 


ad 


Dr. Babcock and College Students 


By a College Student whom He Helped 


E HAVE heard of Dr. Babcock’s remarkable 

gifts as a musician, as a poet, as an artist, as 
He excelled as each. 
But those of us who have known and loved him as a 


a naturalist, and as a preacher, 


friend of students have known him as more than 
musician, more than poet, more than artist and 
naturalist, even more than preacher,—to us he has 
been an inspired leader of college men and women, 
Individual Work with Individuals 

Outside of our circle, little has 
been known of Dr. Babcock’ s won- 


sermon. ‘‘Then it was,’’ said he, ‘‘that power of 
concentration, taught by mathematics, enabled me to 
collect and arrange my thoughts and preach my ser- 
mon.’’ He gave us twenty-minute calls, and though 
the time seemed to be given to mirth and to spicy 
talk, beneath each story was hidden a lesson, and 
each seeming joke had its teaching. Our receptions 


were not complete unless Dr. Babcock was there. 
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He would run in for only half an hour often, but his 
smile and cheery manner influenced the whole even- 
ing. The evenings that we spent in his home were 
among our /é/e days. 
he and Mrs. Babcock reserved an evening in the 


Crowded as were his evenings, 


manse for ‘‘the students who attend our church,” 
and gave us music and readings and games, and 
joined as heartily as we in the ‘‘ Haven't we had a 
good time !”’ 

But it was not alone through his social gifts that 
Dr. Babcock attracted us and moved us to something 
higher. It was the potent personality, the unques- 
tionable sincerity of the man, that gained our confi- 
dence. He /o/d us that he loved students and he 
showed us that he did. One cries from the mountain 
top, ‘‘1 hate you, hate you !’’ and in echo, from the 
plain, comes to him, * I hate you, hate you!’’ But 
let him cry, ‘‘I love you, love you!"’ and the valley 
shouts, ‘‘I love you, love you!'’ So it was with us. 
We echoed his love. And it was through our love 
for him, that lived so near the Christ, that we learned 


to love and follow the Saviour. 


How He Dealt with Doubts and Misgivings 
Our doubts and disbeliefs were all taken to Dr. 
Babcock, and were received by him as honest and as 
worthy of his care. He talked with us, he wrote to us, 
and invariably the doubts were cleared. ‘* Don't let 
what you cannot believe hinder what you can,’’ he 
would say. He never argued with us, for his theory 
was, ‘‘ You were not argued into this belief, and will 
not be argued out of it.'’ He gave us something to 
do, and kept us doing, until we saw the truth. 
** And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.”’ 
‘« But,"” we would argue, ‘I 
cannot teach that sewing-school 


with any Christian motives, for I 











derful influence upon the lives 
of American students. Among 
us his work was a quiet one. Our 
fears, our hopes, our ambitions, 


were told him, and we were com- 








forted, advised, enthused, by him ; 
but his lips were safe keepers, and 
our struggles were known only to 
him. Especially to the students 
of the Hopkins University, of the 
Woman's College, and of the other 
educational institutions of Balti- 
more, Dr. Babcock was a friend 
and adviser. To many, in fact, 
to most people, we were known 
as a body, as students of this or 
that institution,—to Dr. Babcock 
we were known as individuals. 
He knew our faces, our names, 
our peculiar experiences, and from 


him we each received personal 


attention. His calls were looked 
forward to with the greatest pleas- 
ure, and in his charming man- 
ner, with twenty or thirty students 
around him, he would tell us of 
his own college life ; of how hard 
this study had been for him, and 
yet how useful to him afterwards ; 
of how he played the chapel or- 
gan, and thus met some of his ex- 
penses ; of how his mathematical 
training came to his rescue one 
time when the ‘‘ Work, for the 


Night is Coming,’’ of the evening 


service woke him to an unprepared 





Editor’s Note.—For a review of Dr. 
Babcock’s book, ‘‘ Thoughts for Every- 
Gay Living,” see page t2. 









Against my wall the restless tides 
Of life forever flow, 

And I am but a quiet port 
For ships that come and go. 


I wake each morn to find the Power 
Who bids the darkness flee 

Has also sent a snow-white sail 
To anchor at my quay. 


She tarries till the dusky shades 
Of eventide unfold ; 

Each busy hour its burden brings 
To store within her hold. 


Then he wrote : 
‘*Go to Highlandtown sewing- 


profess none.”’ 


school by all means. You are 
needed there. Altruism should 
take you, though you abjure the 


Golden Rule. To take care of 














the lower orders is essential to 
social safety, though the words, 
‘Inasmuch as ye did it to the 


least of these’ had never been 
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Her sister ships at sea. 


Unto an alien land 


And when into their destined port 
They turn from out the sea, 

I pray the cargo of each bark 
Shall worthy prove to be. 





Then silently the freighted ship 
Unmoors herself from me, 
And follows, down a trackless path, 


Where these ships sail, or how they fare, 
Lies not within my ken; 

I only know, of all that go, 
Not one comes back again. 


And yet the One who sent them forth 


I know for every snow-white sail 
A safe return has planned. 


spoken, and the thought of help- 
ing humanity should be some 
little comfort, though the recog- 
nition of a ‘cup of cold water’ 
had never been dreamed of. To 
help poor children to learn to sew 
cannot compromise you in any 
way, and for them to learn a few 
verses from the Bible through you 
is all right, for Huxley and Spencer 
both approve of it as an educa- 
tional factor. To prick your finger 
in the sewing-school, and draw 
one little red drop, is in the line 
of the world's redemption, at least 
from ignorance and incapacity. 
Let it 
go!’’ And we went to High- 


Sin,—what shall we do? 


landtown, and learned our lesson. 

Some of us imagined our belief 
scientifically disproved, and, with 
all respect for our false premises, 
“John 7:17 isa 
constant challenger to this scien- 


he said to us: 


tific instinct along religious lines, 
I think, as 
we watch the lives of the disciples 
from their first following of Jesus, 
not because they knew how to clas- 


—‘If any man will.’ 
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sify him or at all understood him, but because they 
thought him, on the whole, worth following, through 
the growing apprehension of his wonderful mind and 
heart to the acknowledgment of his Messiahship, and 
adoration of him as the Son of God, —many of us see the 
way in which we are to get from the first cry of a later dis- 
ciple, ‘Who art thou, Lord ?’ to the splendid convic- 
tion, ‘I know whom I have believed.’ The difference 
between Christianity and other systems is not so much 
in its 


mechanics as its dynamics,—not so much in 


ethics as in power. Paul said, ‘I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God.’ It is. 
You are enjoying considerations, opportunities, intel- 
lectual development, a whole life atmosphere, for 
which you are lineally, literally, indebted to Chris- 
tianity. You ought to follow Jesus as far as you can, 
for ‘our enemies themselves being judges,’ he is the 
ideal human life, and at any point in life the only 
possible failure is not to be true to the best we know. 
Follow him as far as you can, and you will certainly 
be led into 
peace."’ 

** Not Where You Are, but What You Are” 

He put books into our hands, took us to teach 
newsboys and bootblacks, and we came away firm in 
His teaching ; his power assured us that the gospel 
meant something, and had power. 


new hunger, wonder, hope, power, 


But with our new 
zeal came a fear that our field was narrow, that there 
was nothing among our fellow-students that we who 
called ourselves Christians could do. 
to help us: 


Again he came 
‘‘It is not where you are, but what you 
are, that interests God. Be on the lookout—over 
and above steady fidelity in the daily work—for op- 
portunities of kindly construction, sympathetic, en- 
couraging words, thoughtful deeds. 


but spirit. 


It is not size, 
God sees the cup of cold water.’’ 

Thus it was that our lives were constantly influ- 
enced by Dr. Babcock. The love of the Christ was 
shown us by this ‘‘man of God,’’ and through him 
we were led to serve him. 

In a Princeton Student’s Room 

In speaking of his yearly talk to the students of 
Harvard and of Princeton universities, he said to me: 
‘IT am almost overcome when I think of my oppor- 
tunity to talk to those men,—when | think that I may 
make or mar some future."’ He thus described one 
of his Princeton visits : ‘‘After the evening service, I 
was staying in the house with about a dozen young 
men, and one of them asked to talk to me. We sat 
He said 
he hadn't decided upon his course for the future, and 
As we talked, 
one and another dropped in, until there were fifteen 


in a room with a dim light in the other end. 


wanted to ask me about the ministry. 





as 
in college fashion,—and I was literally turned inside 
out as questions and answers came from the crowd. 
Some were groping in the dark, but all showed their 
desire for peace. It is an evening that I shall never 
forget, and I’m sure some of those men will remem- 
ber it."’ 
** Let Your Religion Be Active ”’ 

He was constantly urging us to ‘‘ overcome,”’ 


or twenty boys sitting around, some on the floor, 


and 
his good-by to us was another appeal to overcome : 
‘<The wora I would leave with 


you is, ‘Overcome.’ 


Let your religion be active. Reflection is important, 
but action is more so. I want you to feel that your 
trials are your benefits. It was quite the right thing 
for Mary to sit at the Lord's feet and meditate while 
he was there, but when he had gone, she needed to 
have Martha's feet and hands. I want you to remem- 
ber Jesus’ life was one of service. Gu where he went, 
and do what he did. If you dont understand his 
divinity, then follow his humanity. Now is your 
opportunity, —od, ‘‘before,’’ and fortus, ‘‘ gate,’’— 
and you have a chance to enter the gate. Go in, and 
some one else will be made to enjoy satisfaction and 
peace which he would have never known but for your 


life of devotion."’ 
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His devotion has led us to peace, and in being our 
friend and the Christ incarnate he has led us into 
‘«new hunger, wonder, hope, power, peace.’’ 


oe 
When God Speaks 


By R. B. Berkeley 


WAS passing through a quiet country district re- 
cently when I came in sight of a modest church 
building, about which a large crowd had already 
gathered. I at once joined the worshipers and entered 
the sacred place. I soon learned that what is known 
in this section of Virginia as a ‘‘ protracted meeting’’ 
was in progress, and that the minister was of the Bap- 
tist faith. After having given out a familiar hymn, 
which was sung with good degree of enthusiasm, he 
offered a short, fervent prayer. 

He then said to the ushers in charge, ‘‘I am now 
about to read from God's Word, that is, God through 
his humble servant is going to talk to this people, 
and, while that is being done, see to it-that no one 
enters the building, and that perfect silence prevails.’’ 


The reading of the eleventh chapter of Hebrews fol- 
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lowed, and never before did | hear it more impressively 
done. No one did enter that church, nor was there 
any semblance of even restlessness, while God talked 
to man 

I had from early childhood been accustomed to see 
those who happened to reach a church entrance as a 
prayer was being offered stand with uncovered head 
to its close, but never until on this occasion did I 
know of belated church-goers standing at the church 
door while the minister read from God’s Word. And 
was he not strictly right in enforcing such an order? 
I know so as I never did before. 

I remember how he said, ‘‘ Everybody should get 
to church in full time for the entire service, as every 
part of it ought to be helpful ; but, if some will fall in- 
to the bad habit of not doing so, they are at perfect 
liberty to enter and take their seats while we are sing- 
ing, preaching, or talking to God in prayer, but not 
when God is talking to us out of his own Word.”’ 

I confess I never knew that Word so honored be- 
fore, and I never listened to that Word read when it 
seemed to make such profound impression on those 
who listened while it was being read. God will honor 
a servant who so honors his glad tidings to earth. 

FARMVILLE, VA. 
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The Bible in Every Scholar’s Hands 


By Ben Hains 


O GET the Bible into the school, in the hands of 
every scholar, and to help them to learn to read 
and love it, was the special work that we laid out for 
our school in a recent year. After some thought, 
we determined upon a plan of ‘‘recognizing’’ the 
faithful ones, rather than one of ‘‘rewards,'’ and put 
it into operation on the first Sunday of the new year. 
To begin with, upon the last Sunday in December we 
gave Testaments to all the members of the main school 
who had not suitable Bibles of their own. We did 
not give Bibles, as the expense seemed too great for 
our resources at the time, while, besides this, the 
lessons were to be upon the life of Christ for eighteen 
months. 
ee 


It inay be explained here that this plan does not 
embrace the primary department, in its two grades, 
nor the Bible-class department, both of which have 
rooms to themselves, but only the main school. 

In the intermediate department, where the ages 
range from nine to sixteen, the only lesson help pro- 
vided is a small, red book, of ‘‘ vest-pocket size,’’ 
containing merely the lesson text and Golden Texts 
for the whole year. The senior department, however, 
is provided with the best and most comprehensive 
quarterly that we are able to procure. These helps 
are to be studied at home, and either left there or 
brought to the class, as each teacher may prefer ; but 
the Bibles are to be brought to the school, and the 
lesson read from them, as well as being used in the 
supplemental work, and various other ways. 

We have a standard fora ‘‘ learned lesson,’’ very 
simple, but definite, consisting of two things,—the 
reading of the lesson at some time before the school 
hour, and the memorizing and reciting of what each 
scholar really considers the ‘‘ best verse "’ 
son, long or short. 


of the les- 
The purpose is obvious,—to en- 
courage the thoughtful reading o: the lesson with 
reference to its meaning. 


We have a speciai ‘‘class record time’ of five 


minutes, before the lesson half-hour, and se, irated 
from it by a song, in which the verses are hears con- 
tributions taken, and books marked. Durin;: this 


time a card is passed to each teacher, of which this is 
a copy. 





Number present - - - . - 
Number Bibles or Testaments brought, - 


Number lessons learned, - - - 


(Lesso n read before school time, and best verse recited.) 


NOTICE that the above includes both teacher and 
scholars in each instance. 


° Teac her. 











These are filled out, and immediately taken up again, 
and, while the next song is being sung, there are 
placed beside each class the star or stars to which it 
is entitled. A silver star shows that every member of 
the class has brought a Bible or Testament, and a 
gold star that each one has a ‘learned lesson."’ 
These stars are six inches in diameter, with small 
clips on the backs, to fasten them to quarter-inch iron 
rods, five and a half feet high, rising from light but 
firm wooden bases, 

The plan has been in use for some weeks now, and 
has succeeded better than we had hoped. One Sun- 
day, out of twenty-three classes in the two depart- 
ments of the main school twenty-one were ‘‘star’’ 
classes ; ten of these were ‘‘ double stars,’’ six had 
silver stars only, and five gold ones alone. The 
effect, as one looks over the school, must be seen to 
be appreciated. 

The thought came to me to tabulate the returns for 
the day, and the result, as made up from the cards 
turned in, was as follows. The attendance of the 
whole school was 276, but I refer here only to the 
two departments named. 


Senior Intermediate Whole 

Dep't. Dep't. Main School 
Attendance is 60 101 161 
Bibles (or ‘lestaments) brought, 56 95 Isr 
Learned lessons ....... 45 98 143 


The ‘‘ Bible’’ honors, as wi’ be seen, belong about 
alike to each department, bu the intermediate stands 
ahead on the lesson question, only three out of a 
hundred and one sclolars and teachers failing to have 
a ‘‘learned lesson." It seems that people—and es- 
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pecially children—do like to be recognized in their 
efforts, and are willing to respond. 

In addition to the stars, we have a ribbon system 
for recognizing class percentages and contributions. 
We mark each scholar and teacher on the class books 
for attendance, punctuality, learned lesson, and church 
attendance, and at the end of the month figure up the 
average of each class, the class making the highest 
per cent in each department having a blue ribbon 
hung on its standard just beneath the star, while the 
second best in each room is indicated by a red rib- 
bon. These ribbons remain with the classes during 
the whole of the following month. 

The ribbons for contributions (also in duplicate for 
the two departments) are of rich gold and pale yellow, 
indicating respectively the largest and next largest 
contributions on the preceding Sunday, and so are, 
of course, changed each week. Incidentally, the 
contributions have noticeably increased, so that we 
are able to do more to make the school attractive, 
while the ribbons, being of doubled satin, of good 
size and bright colors, add not a little to the pleasant 
effect of the whole. 

So much for the ‘‘plan.’’ But the fact remains 
that, like all other methods, it is only a help, and the 
amount of real good accomplished in this line de- 
pends still upon a personal love for God's Word and 
its study on the part of each teacher, and their ear- 
nestness and success in imparting the same to their 
scholars. 

New ALBANY, IND. 
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January I: 
By the Rev. John Timothy Stone 


“ January First, Nineteen Hundred and Two.” 

What shall it mean to me? Yes, to you? 

Grieving, reviewing, the old year in view ? 

Sudden resolve for the season so new? 

Or a holy decision to live each day through 

In the strength of the Master, and, like him, to do? 
BALTIMORE, Mp. 
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A Memory of Moody 
By F. J. A. 


T WAS at the World's Fair in June, 1893, on a 
Sunday morning, in Forepaugh’s circus tent on 
the lake front. The entrance was through a tent cov- 
ering the menagerie. Elephants, camels, lions, leop- 
ards, bears, looked upon the crowd that heedlessly 
hurried by into the great tent beyond. Here were 
seats for ten thousand, and standing-room for as many 
more. Seats full and thousands standing, the human 
tide still flowing, and the hour not yet come! Work- 
ing my way toward the speakers’ platform before the 
service began, I found myself within half a hundred 
feet of the man whose name had brought under that 
far-reaching canvas the greatest audience I ever saw 
under a roof. 

A myriad voices joined in the opening hymn, 
‘* Nearer, my God, to thee."’ Then Sankey sang, 
prayer was offered, MacNeill of Scotland spoke, a 
young lady sang with marvelous sweetness, and a 
number of college boys delighted us with the rich 
music of their voices. Afterward Mr. Moody stood 
up with open Bible, and slowly read a few verses from 
Luke 19, and announced his text, ‘‘ The Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.’’ At 
that moment a freight train noisily passed on the 
tracks of the Illinois Central, just back of the tent, 
and the words were lost in the din and rattle. From 
away on the top seats back of Mr. Moody came a 
voice : 

‘*Say that again ; we didn't hear.’’ 

Looking up, I saw a middle-aged man, coatless, 
standing close under the canvas roof. Mr. Moody 
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turned toward him, slowly repeated the words, and 
added : 

‘« Did you hear that ?’’ 

“Ya.” 

‘« May God bless it to the salvation of your soul.’’ 

Then he spoke of the love of God, and the com- 
passion and sympathy of Him who came to seek and 
to save the lost. Simple, earnest, honest, —the mighty 
truth, unvarnished, unadorned, irresistible. Thus the 
gospel came to a cosmopolitan multitude that Sunday 
morning in the circus tent. 

Another incident marked the close of the meeting. 
During the singing of the hymn following the sermon, 
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a policeman placed on the platform a child perhaps 
three years old. The little fellow had strayed from 
his friends, and was scared and sobbing. Mr. Moody 
took him on his knee, and the sobbing ceased. When 
the hymn was ended he arose, lifted the child on his 
shoulder, and, turning slowly, so that all might see, 
made a proper announcement. Then, with the boy 
still on his shoulder, he once more appealed to God's 
lost children to accept of Him who is mighty to save. 

Another hymn was sung, during which I hurried 
away, but, as I passed from the tent, I heard the clap- 
ping of many hands. 

ConcorpbiA, KAN, 














A Little Fellow and a Big Fellow 


By Mary E. Q. Brush 


HERE were thirty-six plump muskmelon seeds, 
and Bobbie planted them very carefully, tucking 
nine in each one of the four mounds of earth his fat 


_ hands had heaped, smoothed, and patted down. 


‘« My garden's to be all melons this year. I'll have 
enough to eat, and lots to sell,’’ he called out proudly 
to Harry Wood. 

Now Bobbie and Harry were great friends, though 
the former was only five years old and recently out of 
kilts, while the latter wore a stand-up collar, a butter- 
fly necktie, and was even thinking about ‘‘ putting on 
long trousers.’ 

Harry's tone, though patronizing, was kind, as he 
inquired, ‘‘So you really think, sonny, that you'll 
have a big crop of melons ?”’ 

«« Of course !’’ and Bobbie's voice was full of pride. 
‘¢T mean to take awfully good care of the plants.”’ 

And, indeed, as the weeks went by, Bobbie did tend 
his melons most faithfully, and in spite of many dis- 
couragements. For in two of the brown mounds the 
seeds failed to appear, —whether they had been planted 
too deep, or whether they had been nibbled by some 
wandering worm, nobody could tell. 

However, the other two mounds soon bristled with 
luxuriant green plants. These, under Uncle Jed’s 
advice, Bobbie thinned out carefully, weeded, and 
watered. Then, alas! one night when the little boy 
was sound asleep (dreaming of luscious melons), an 
evil-minded cutworm sawed away in the moonlight, 
and, when morning came, half the plants lay wilting 
and dying. 

Bobbie would have cried over them, but then, salt 
water wasn't good for plants (only asparagus, Uncle 
Jed said), and so, instead, he did his best to save the 
rest of his plants. Soot from the kitchen stove-pipe, 
tobacco from another pipe (the hired man’s), routed 
the wicked cutworms. Then a warm rain, followed 
by sunshiny days, made the melons grow as fast as 
‘«Mr. Finney's turnip behind the barn.’’ They got 
ahead of weeds, bugs, and worms, and began to put 
forth pert little runners dotted with yellow blossoms. 

Then, one woful day, Mrs. O' Brien’s cow got out 
of the pasture, and wandered about until she reached 
the Barker garden ; and on her way to reach the dozen 
rows of young corn, what must she do but place her 
feet right on his last hill of melons—smashing every 
trailing vine but one! 

And this time Bobbie cried. And Harry Wood, who 


came over to see the extent of the damage, tried to 
whistle cheerily, as he said, ‘‘ Well, the old bossie 
didn’t tread on your very best vine. See, you have 
one left, and—my stars, if there isn’t a melon on it 
as large as my biggest agate marble !”’ 

Now Bobbie hadn't noticed this, and he was so 
delighted that he quite forgot his tears. 

The one lonely melon grew rapidly until it began 
to look very well. Then one day—it was when Bob- 
bie and the rest of the Barkers went to the county 
fair—the young Plymouth Rock rooster squeezed 
himself through the chicken-yard palings, and what 
else must he do but stalk boldly up to that melon and 
begin to peck at it! Tap, tap, tap! went his yellow 
beak, until he broke right into the juicy, salmon-pink 
heart. 

It was Harry Wood who saw him, and drove him 
back into the hen-yard. But most of the melon rode 
away in the stomach of the Plymouth Rock. 

Harry looked down mournfully at the bits of rind, 
scattered seeds, and pulp remaining on the melon- 
hill, then he gathered up the mess and threw it among 
the burdocks on the other side of the garden fence. 
After which his long legs carried him down to the 
Italian’s fruit-store, and, when he came out again, he 
bore a bulging paper bag. Hurrying up street, he 
reached the Barker yard,—reached Bobbie's ill-fated 
melon-patch, and then—and then ! 

# 

The Barkers came home from the county fair, and 
Bobbie went out to his ‘‘ garden.’’ There had been 
melons at the fair, and the sight of them had filled 
him with fresh affection for his own solitary treasure. 
He bent over the brown mound, parted the green 
leaves, and—oh, wonder of wonders ! 

‘‘Ma! ma!’’ Bobbie shouted. ‘‘ Do come here. 
Why, my melon has grown lots just while I've been 
gone! And it’s so ripe that it’s loosened itself from 
the stem. Oh-ee! it's perfectly lovely !’’ 

The Plymouth Rock stuck his red comb through 
the chicken-yard fence and crowed derisively, but 
Bobbie didn’t notice him. 

And Harry Wood was chuckling to himself across 
the street, as he said, ‘‘ That quarter I was saving 
towards my new air-gun is gone, but I don’t care 
The joke was worth twenty-five cents. And, anyhow, a 
big fellow kind of ought to look out for a little fellow.” 
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Showing Our Flag 

No one knows how much good he can do 
simply by professing his faith before men. Of 
course, having is more important than professing, 
but what is the good of having a flag if you keep 
A most beauti- 
ful story is told of the death of Daniel Webster, 


it always shut up in your closet ? 


His last days were restless and nights sleepless. 
During the day he watched ceaselessly a Union 
flag which floated from the mast-head of a little 
vessel moored a short distance outside his window. 
The captain of the ship, hearing of it, left the flag 
there at night, and hoisted a lantern up beside it, 
so that during the long wakeful hours the same 
sight might still be there to cheer and to inspire. 
Oh ! let us hold high any banner of hope or faith, 
and, if needs be, hoist a light beside it, that it 
cannot but be seen, and give its message. 


KK” 
Being Stedfast 


Progress sometimes consists in standing still. 
There is a good deal of treadmill work in every 
life, in which, if we keep up with ourselves, we 
are doing all that anybody could ask or expect. 
We are not to be over-much discouraged when we 
find, like Alice in ‘* Through the Looking-Glass,’’ 
that it takes all the running we can do to keep in 
one place. He who, among the hosts of one side, 
got the name of ‘‘’The Rock of Chickamauga,’’ 
and he who, on the other side, the name of ‘‘ Stone- 
wall,’’ received their heroic names by standing 
still rather than by going forward. Men well 
know that it is often easier to run forward and 
make a charge than it is to stand still and re- 
ceive one. So let us go forward when we can, 
and let us stand stedfast when we must, and let us 
be sure that there is real progress, whichever we 
do, if it is unto the Lord. 


KK” 


Hearing and Telling 

Luke says of Athens (Acts 17: 21), ‘‘ Now 
all the Athenians and the strangers sojourning 
there spent their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell or to hear some new thing.’’ An old 
divine, referring to this, says, ‘‘ Tell and hear! 
It should be hear and tell. They must hear it 
before they could tell it. But know, it is 


more than probable that many Athenians told 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


what they never heard, being themselves the first 
finders, founders, and forgers of false reports.’’ 
The right relation of hearing and telling is an im- 
portant matter to those living nearer home than 
Athens is. All of us have a duty to tell the gos 
pel, the good news that we have heard, to those 
who have not heard it. And all of us have a 
duty not to tell unpleasant things which we have 
not heard, but which we may have suspected or 
imagined, and which it would disturb others to 
hear spoken of. Hearing may be a good thing, 
and so may telling be ; but it ever behooves us to 
have hearing and telling in their right relation. 


— 
What to Do with Our Burdens 


When some heavy burden of duty, or of re- 
sponsibility, or of sorrow, is on us, which we feel 
our incompetency to bear up under, what should 
we do? ‘The common thought of the believer is 
that God will help us to bear it. In thinking thus 


we count God as our helper, the sharer of our bur- 


x 
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dens ; but is he not ready to do and to be more 
than this? The Psalmist says (Psa. 55 : 22): 
‘*Cast thy burden upon Jehovah, and 
he will sustain thee. ’’ 
We have no right to be borne down by a burden 
that the Lord is ready to bear. When we have 
given our burden over to him, then we can trust 
the Lord to sustain us. Or, as again the Psalmist 
says (Psa. 37: 5), as shown in the margin : 
‘* Roll thy way upon Jehovah ; 

Trust also in him, and he will bring it to pass."’ 
Thus, again, in Proverbs (16: 3), as the margin 
shows : 

Roll thy works unto Jehovah, 

And thy purposes shall be established.’’ 
Our way and our works, like our burden, God will 
take care of, if we will roll all over to him, and 
trust him for strength and guidance in our daily 
course in his service. God is more than a bur- 
den-sharer with his children ;_ he is their burden- 
bearer. When we have rolled so much over to 


him, what is there for us to worry over, or under ? 


x 


How to Know Where God Wants Us 


m ” I ONLY knew just where God wanted me 
to be, [ shouldn’t have any of this perplex- 
ing doubt about what is my duty.’’ 

That is the way a young Christian stated his 
case to an older Christian, at an important crisis, 
when he was deciding as to his life course. 

‘* Haven’t you asked God’s guidance, step by 
step, in your planning with reference to the present 
and the future, at this crisis ?’’ 

‘Of course, I have. And I’m wishing God 
would make his will clear to me. But I’m so afraid 
that I’ve made some mistake in my decisions, or 
that I shall be misled.’’ 

** Have you, at any point, consciously refused 
to be guided by God’s apparent leading because 
your inclinations, or the seeming personal advan- 
tages of another course, tempted you away ?”’ 

‘*No; I’m sure I’ve been willing to follow 
God’s lead, so far as I could know it. But I’m 
not sure that I’ve made no mistake in learning 
God’s will.’’ 

‘* Then, on that point, you have no right to 
doubt. 
such a time, and in just such an emergency as 


God is pledged to give you guidance at 


this. It is as wrong to doubt God's leading as it 
You should 
rest absolutely on his decision as to your duty, 


would be to doubt God himself. 
and as to your place and work. No promise of 
God is more positive or explicit than his promise 
to one like yourself at such a time as this. ‘If 
any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not ; 
and it shall be given him.’ What could be clearer 
than that? Yet there is another word in connec- 
tion with that promise that you have a duty to 
heed. ‘ But let him ask in faith, nothing doubt- 
ing: for he that doubteth is like the surge of the 
sea driven by the wind and tossed. For let not 
that man think that he shall receive anything of 
the Lord.’ ’’ 


‘* Well, that is a new way of looking at it. Then 
One of the announced series of editorials on ‘‘ Things for 
Young Men to Think About.”’ 


you think I’ve no right to doubt as to my being 
led of God to my decision in this crisis? ’’ 

‘*Of course you haven't. ‘Trust is an essential 
phase of duty-doing in all seeking guidance from 
God.’”’ 

It was in this way that a young Christian 
was counseled by a more experienced Christian 
as to seeking the Lord’s guidance, and trusting 
the Lord for guidance, in choosing one’s way 
through life. ‘The older Christian had been led 
in that way for more than a half-century, and his 
confidence in the correctness of this course had 
grown with his experience in all the passing years. 
That young Christian is now ready to rest on God’s 
promise for guidance, because it is God’s promise. 

This is how a young man can know what God 
wants him to do, where God wants him to be. 
There is no other safe way for him to depend on. 
No young man has a right to choose his own way 
in life. Every young man ought to have his way 
in life chosen for him. Ifa young man chooses 
his own way, he is likely to make a mistake,— 
it may be a fatal mistake. If a young man will 
trust God to choose his way for him, he need 
have no doubt as to his life course. God never 
makes a mistake. Which is the better course, 
—to be led in the right way, or to go by one’s 
self in the wrong way? Do you want to know 
the right way in life for yourself? Do you want 
to know your safest course in life? Do you want 
to know the one way in life that can be taken 
‘* Commit 
thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in him, and he 


shall bring it to pass.’’ 


by you without making a mistake ? 


That is a good thing for 
every young man to think about. 

If a young man decides unaided to take the 
course in life that bids fair to give him prosperity, 
to put him ahead of his school-fellows or asso- 
ciates, to secure him a handsome start or a sure 
fortune in business, he may make a mistake. If he 
accepts the counsel of the wisest friends he knows, 
or of the most experienced advisers who are fa- 
miliar with his case, and who desire to help him 
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along in life, again he may make a great mistake. 
Any of these things, or all of them together, may 
be things to be considered by a young man, but 
they are to be laid by him before the Lord prayer- 
fully, and his counsel sought with reference to 
them; and then his guidance is to be confidently 
expected, in view of all the interests involved. 
What could a young man ask for, in choosing 
his than 
God 
is pledged to give that to those who need and 
trust. 


course in life, as more to be desired 


God’s special guidance in the emergency ? 
g 


Hence the young man who lacks it has 
only himself to blame. Either he does not feel his 
What 


young man is ready to admit that his only failure 


need, or he is not willing to give his trust. 
is just here? It is better for a young man to be 
guiding a plow, or cutting wood, when God has 
directed him to that service, 


than for him to go 















How to Decide Between Good Calls 


How to decide between conflicting duties, or duties 
that seem to conflict, is a question in many minds. 
A similar question is how to know which field of ser- 
vice te-choose, when several fields are open to one's 
choice. A valued friend in the state of Washington 
inquires as to this; 

In Notes on Open Letters the question, ‘‘ Are we where we 


ought to be?’’ is discussed. A question closely associated 


with the above, and one which I meet in my work as often as 
any other, or even more frequently, is, ‘‘ When the question 
of work comes to one from different fields, with apparently 
equal claims and opportunities, how am I to know which is 
the place where the Lord would have me be ?"’ 

God never calls achild of his to go in two directions 
at the same time. Men may make such calls, but 
God never does. In any case, therefore, when calls 
come from different fields of service and usefulness, 
the only question for a child of God is, To which 
field does God call me? The question is not, To 
which field ought God to call me? but, To which 
field does God call me? We are not to be guided 
merely by what we call common-sense or ordinary 
discretion. Our preferences or our hopes have little 
to do with it. The question of salary, the question 
of a large field or a small one, the question of ease or 
comfort, of safety or of peril, of the number or im- 
portance of the persons to be reached, and all such 
matters, are entirely subordinate to the paramount 
question, Where would the Lord have me be? If 
one desires, first of all, to know God's will in the 
matter, and seeks, in implicit faith, to learn it, with 
entire readiness to do it at any cost, he can have 
wisdom accordingly. God's word gives assurance as 


to this. God will give wisdom. God is now as ready 
to guide any needy and faith-filled child of his as he 
was Peter or John or Paul informer days. An assur- 
ance as to this is essential to any worker for God 
anywhere. Manya child of God has found this to be 


so ; others can have the same comfort. 


- 
Can We Not Better God’s Plans for Us? 


It is often hard for a child of God to accept God's 
ordering for him, especially when he is more than 
half in doubt as to its being God's ordering, and is 
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as a foreign missionary without God’s direction. 
Again, his being a foreign missionary in China or 
the South Sea Islands may be more profitable 
for him than being a partner in a great banking- 
It is not the kind of work that decides 
the question of duty, it is the special call of God 


house. 


to the individual that decides it. 

When a young man, desiring to be led of the 
Lord, has committed his way and himself to the 
Lord for direction and guidance, he may con- 
fidently feel that his duty will be indicated of 
God. 


that point. 


He has no right to hesitate or doubt on 
He ought to feel that, even though 
to human sight he has made a mistake, he is 
really where God wants him to be, and that he is 
in the best sphere he could be in, in any place on 
earth. Why should a young man ever doubt 
when God has chosen his lot for him ? 












Notes on 
Open Letters 











fully in hopes that it is not. Several disturbed read- 


ers want a little more light on the subject. A clergy- 
man in Michigan states what he thinks is a perplexing 
case. He puts it in this way : 

Questions suggested by the recent editorial entitled ‘‘ How 
May We Know the Work to which God Calls Us?"’ A min- 
ister is doing what seems to him the right work, but his com- 
pensation is less than his expenses. Is he not justified in 
seeking other work? If not, should he do some secular work 
to help procure a livelihood, or should he merely trust God to 
support him in some unknown way? What shall he do if 
debts must be incurred in order to remain where he is ? 

It is not enough for a child of God to be ‘‘ doing 
what seems to him the right work ;’’ he ought to be 
doing that which he is surxe God has told him to do, 
whether it seems to God's child to be a desirable and 
proper work or not. A child of God can have direct 
orders from God as to his place and work, and there 
he is to stay, whether he likes it or not, until he has 
orders to move on. In the place where God has directed 
a man to remain, that man ought not to spend more 
than is his, even though he starves for lack of money 
to buy food. It is better to die a decent death hon- 
oring God, than to prolong life by dishonestly spend- 
ing money that he doesn't have. It zs necessary to 
honor God in our conduct while we live, but it is of 
necessary to prolong life. A man may be in the for- 
mal ministry when that is not his place. A man who 
is set of God shoveling dirt, or picking up stones, 
may do ten times as much good for Christ and for 
souls as he would by preaching sermons and not pay- 
ing his debts. God makes no mistakes in directing 
men, but men may make great mistakes in choosing 
their own field or work. 

A valued instructor in Ohio writes inquiringly, in 
view of a recent editorial entitled «* Will God Find 
Our Work for Us?’’ He says, as to the testimony of 
a believer who declared that he would not exchange 
his present field, to which God had assigned him, for 


the largest and most remunerative field on earth : 
The charming instance cited in your article is full of com- 


fort, but will it not deceive some ? 
the last? 


Does it not break down at 
He never dared ‘‘ wish for a better place, because 
the one he was filling was God's assignment,’’ but he admits 
if he had no place he would seek one. Why should he con- 
clude that position not to be God's assignment, as well as any 


other he happened to fill. Why should any and all inferior or 
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superior stations of the entire nine changes he had made be 
each and all of God, and the one exception of no place at all 
be a cause for seeking a change of situation? Or thus: If his 
competency at the beginning of life represents ten, and he 
should feel moved to seek a place to invest it in service, why, 
when it shall represent fifty, should he be willing to work in 
the station requiring only twenty? If he should be justifiable 
in seeking to use the first ten, where is the wrong and distrust 
in seeking to invest the increment of an additional ten or 
twenty? Why is it distrustful for a millionaire, a brigadier- 
general, a minister with three hundred parishioners, to push 
up the line,—always provided he wrong no other,—than for 
one with no dollars, no gun, or no parish, to seek a place? Is 
the case in harmony with ‘‘ seek earnestly the best gifts'’ for 
the purpose of ‘‘ edifying ''? This is not captious, but practi- 
cal, inevitable, and fundamental as a working basis for men of 
all minds, especially Christians. 

Aman can have explicit and positive directions, 
orders, from God as to his place and kind of work. 
If he is told of God, as he may be, to do nothing for 
a time, as while with a broken leg or in a fever, 
then he should do nothing with all his might. In the 
case referred to, the man had received no special 
orders, therefore to avoid indolence and laziness he 
he was 


sought honest toil. In other case, 


where he had been positively told to be, and in this, 


every 


while he showed the willingness to work, and prayed 
fo® direction, the orders soon came. As to our seek- 
g, or desiring, the ‘‘ best gifts,’’ we ought to under- 
stand that God knows what good thing, or good work, 
for us or for ours, is best, while we do not know, and 


are likely to fail of good, and to do harm, if we make 


ing 


the choice. A great fortune, or a large parish, or a 
multitude of hearers, may be anything but a blessing 
if we have chosen it. If God sends us one, and we 
can get thousands of dollars or of hearers, the one 
is better and grander than the thousand, as God sees 
it. When Philip was doing a great work in Samaria, 
where a revival was in progress, the Lord told him to 
quit the larger field for a smaller one, and go into a 
desert region. He obeyed the order, and his new 
parish had only one colored man in it, yet that new 
An 
evil of evils is the thinking that we know more than 
God knows as to where is the best place for us. A 
blessing of blessings is the conviction that it is better 
to be where God wants us, whether the field bea large 
or a small one. 


convert opened a new continent to the gospel. 


a 


Can We Know that We Are 
Where God Would Have Us Be? 


Sometimes we repine at our lot, when we know 
that God chose it for us. We wish he had chosen a 
Sometimes we worry over the ques- 
tion whether God chose our lot or we picked it for 
It is one of the latter sort of doubters, in 
Indiana, that wants light through the clouds. She 
quotes from an editorial note in these pages : 


pleasanter spot. 


ourselves. 


‘Our place, our condition, our surroundings, what we 
have, and what we have not,—all are chosen of God."’ I 
like to believe that. I have thought that we might 
sometimes be in the wrong place and condition because of our 


would 


own ignorance or sin, or because of Satan's malice, or because 
of the mistakes or wrong doing of others. It would give me 
great joy to accept the Editor's view. 

Of course, if we have intentionally refused to follow 
God's leadings, and have sought our own pleasure, we 
are not in the place, or the conditions, or the sur- 
roundings, of God's choice for us. Jonah was not 
where God told him to be when he started for Tar- 
shish instead of Nineveh. But one who is willing to 
be led of God, and, in faith, asks wisdom from God, 
acting according to such wisdom and leading, will be 
led aright, in spite of his own ignorance, or of the 
mistakes or wrong purposes of others, or of all the 
wiles and hostility of Satan. There need be no doubt 


or question or hesitating as to this. God is more 
ready to guide us in our ignorance than we are to 


’ 


‘« Nothing doubting ’’ as 
we seek, and as we follow, is our duty and our safety. 


accept his wise orderings. 
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COMMON 


VERSION 


37 { Now when they heard /his, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call. 

40 And with many other words did he tes- 
tify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from 
this untoward generation. 

41 ¥ Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized : and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. 


Lesson 3. January 19. The Early Christian Church 


Acts 2 : 37-47. Memory verses: 37-39 
Golden Text: The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.—Acts II : 47 


AMERICAN REVISION 


37 Now when they heard ¢his, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what 
shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, 
Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 For to you is the promise, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
callunto him. 40 And with many other words 
he testified, and exhorted them, saying, Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation. 
41 They then 'that received his word were 
baptized: and there were added unto them in 


COMMON VERSION 


43 And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done by the 
apostles. 

44 And all that believed were together, and 
had all things common ; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one ac- 
cord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favour with all 
the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved. 





AMERICAN REVISION 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done through 
the apostles.4 44 And all that believed were 
together, and had all things common; 45 and 
they sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all, according as any man had 
need. 46 And day by day, continuing sted- 
fastly with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread at home, they took their food 
with gladness and heart, 
47 praising God, and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added ‘to them 


day by day those that 5 were saved. 


singleness of 






















42 And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 


Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1902 


January 5.—The Promise of Power Acts 1 


I : I-14 
2. January 12.—The Promise of Power Fulfilled Acts 2: 1-21 
3- Jan. 19.—The Early Christian Church Acts 2: 37°47 
4. January 26.—The Lame Man Healed. . Acts 3: 1-16 
5. February 2.—The First Persecution , ; Acts 4: 1-22 
6. February 9.—The Sin of Lying ; . Acts 4:32to5:1 
7. February 16.—The Second Persecution Acts 5 : 25-42 
8. February 23.—The Arrest of Stephen Acts 6 : 1-15 
g. March 2.—The Stoning of Stephen Acts 7:54to8:2 

10. March 9.—The Disciples Scattered . Acts 8: 3-17 

rr. March 16.—The Ethiopian Converted. . . Acts 8 : 26-40 

12. March 23.—Temperance Lesson. ..... Eph, 5 : 11-2 


13. March 30.— { Review. 


Or, Easter Lesson. . John 20: 1-18 


~ 


Remission of sin must come before commission for 
service. 


i 


International Home Readings 


MON. —Acts 2 : 37-47. 
TUES.—Acts 16 : 16-34. 
WED.—Rom. I0 : I-13. 
THURS.—Acts Ig : 13-20. 


The early Christian Church, 
What must I do? 
How to be saved. 
Proofs of conversion. 

Life by faith. 

Unity of the church. 


FRI.—John 3: 14-21. 
SAT.—Eph. 4 : I-15. 
SuN.—Isa. 60.1-10. A vision of the church. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of 


Bible Reading Association.) 


the International 
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The best points of a sermon are those that prick the 
consctence. 


<hO 
The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
The Pentecostal Church 


1. Its Terms of Membership : 
1. Repent ye (38). 
Repentance toward God (Acts 20 : 21) 
2. Be baptized every one (38). 
;aptized into Christ (Gal. 3 : 27 
3. Unto the remission of your sins (38). 
He will abundantly pardon (Isa. 55 : 7). 
ll. Its Interest in Men: 


1. To you ts the promise... your children (39). 


Peace to you... afar off, and... nigh (Eph. 2: 17). 
2. Save yourselves Jrom this... generation (40). 
Come ye out. ... I will receive you (2 Cor. 6: 17, 18). 


il. Its Rapid Growth : 
1. /n that day .. 

Like unto a grain of mustard seed (Matt. 13 : 31, 32). 
2. Day by day those that were saved \47) 

Let us go. . to seek Jehovah (Zech. 8: 21) 


. three thousand souls (41) 


that day about three thousand souls. 
they continued 
teaching and ?fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 


42 And 


stedfastly in the apostles’ 


Sear was upon all, 


% % % “ 


IV. Its Training for New Members : 
. apostles’ teaching and fellowship (42). 


Teaching them to observe all things (Matt. 28 : 
Faithful men 


Continued. . 
20). 
able to teach others (2 Tim. 2: 2). 
V. Its Divine Life : 

Wonders through the apostles (43). 
Signs shall accompany them that believe (Mark 16: 17, 18). 
Word and deed. . . power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15, 18, 19). 
VI. Its Mutual Love: 

rt. 4i/ 
We ki 


2. Sold . as 


and signs... 


that believed were together (44). 
because we love (1 John 3: 14). 

any man had need (45). 

Lay down our lives for the brethren (1 John 3: 

Vil. its Joyous Spirit : 

With gladness and singleness of heart (46). 
The kingdom of God is... joy (Rom. 14: 17). 
Rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4: 4). 

Vill. Its Reputation : 
Having favor with all the people (47). 


Well-pleasing to God... approved of men (Rom. 14: 18). 
Took knowledge . . . been with Jesus (Acts 4 : 13). 


16). 


y 
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Spiritual results can be accounted for only by spir- 
ttual resources. 


fate! 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LACES.—The house in Jerusalem, as in the last 
lesson ; then in the temple, and in the homes of 
believers. 
rimu.—After nine in the morning of Pentecost, 
year of Rome 783,—that is, A.D. 30, probably Satur- 
day, May 27. The latter part of the lesson covers an 
indefinite period. 

INTERVENING Discourse.—The Apostle Peter de- 
scribes the death of Jesus and his resurrection (vs. 
22-24), then shows that David predicted the resurrec- 
tion of the Messiah (vs. 25-31), closing with an appli- 
The lesson 


cation to his hearers (vs. 32-36). con- 


sists of two parts : the immediate result of Peter's 
discourse (vs. 37-42); the subsequent life of the com- 


munity of believers (vs. 43-47). 
~ 


Critical Notes 
Verse 37.—-Pricked in their heart: The figure is 
that of piercing, or stinging, ‘‘ heart'’ being equiva- 
lent to soul, in distinction from body.—Prethren : 
Literally, ‘* men brethren,"’ 
Verse 38.—Repent ve : 


a common Greek usage. 


«©Ye’ is inserted to indi- 


1 Or, having recetved 2 Or, in fellowship 
4 Gr. together. 


3 Many ancient authorities add in Jerusalem ; and great 
5 Or, were being saved 


The American Revision copyright, 1001, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


cate the plural form of the verb.—Be baptized: The 
outward sign.—/nz the name of Jesus Christ: The 
preposition is not that used in the formula for bap- 
tism (Matt. 28 


(according to some authorities), on the ground of this 


: 19), but means ‘‘upon"’ or ‘‘in"’ 


name, confessing him as the object of faith.— Unto 
the remission of your sins: ‘This is the end toward 
which repentance and baptism lead. ‘‘ Your’’ is 
well attested.— Zhe gift of the Holy Spirit: The 
Holy Spirit is the gift, and he imparts ‘ gifts’’ 
the 


and 
‘* graces,'’ ‘‘graces'' being the superior and 
essential endowments (1 Cor. 12 : 31). 

Verse 39.—or to you: In emphatic position. — 
The promise ; Of the Holy Spirit, but this involves 
the promise of pardon.— Your children; As the Old 
Testament covenant relation is implied.—A/ that are 
afar off: Primarily referring to Jews, but Peter may 
have already apprehended the extension of the gospel 
among the Gentiles. —Cad/ unto him - The compound 
Greek verb implies ‘‘ unto him."’ 

Verse 40.—He testified, and exhorted them : Ac- 
cording to the best authorities, the tenses here are 
different, ‘‘exhorted’’ implying continued exhorta- 
attested. — Crooked : 
intractableness, 
perversity is the main idea. 

Verse 41.— They then that received his word: The 
marginal rendering, ‘‘ having received his word,"’ is 


’ a 


tion.’ ‘« Them is_ well 


‘* Untoward'’ suggests but moral 


slightly more grammatical, suggesting a more general 
reception of the truth. ‘*Gladly’’ is poorly attested. 
— There were added unto them in that day: The 
correct order and rendering. 

Verse 42.—Continued stedfastly in the apostles 
And fellowship : 
This rendering means the fellowship of the apostles, 





teaching : Under their instruction. 


’ 


but the margin, ‘‘in fellowship,’’ suggests fellowship 


with. one another, which is probably the sense. 

In the breaking of bread; Partaking of food together, 
46).— 7h. 
Of every kind, usual among them, hence 


as one form of fellowship (see on v. 
prayers: 
the article. 

Awe, rather than 
dread, was the effect on the outside community. — 


Verse 43.—And fear came: 


Many wonders and signs : Miracles in two aspects, - 
as remarkable, and as attesting the truth. — Were done 
Continued action is expressed, as in all the tenses to 
lesson. 


the close of the A considerable period ot 


time is therefore referred to.—7hrough : Literal, 
suggesting that the apostles were only instruments. 


Verse 44.— Were together : As more fully described 



















































































8 (8) 


in verse 46.—Had all things common: As explained 
in verse 45, and more fully in chapters 4: 32 to 5: 
11, which show that the community of property was 
neither compulsory nor entire. 

Verse 45. — /ossessions: Lands and _ houses.— 
Goods: Other property.—AZ; ‘‘Men”’ is unneces- 
sary. 





Any man had need; ‘* Every’’ is incorrect ; 


’ 


‘any one’’ would fairly express the sense. 

Verse 46.—Day by day: Emphatic.— With one 
accord in the temple: Together there, at the stated 
hours of prayer.— Breaking bread at home: ‘ From 
house to house"’ is misleading. The reference, as 
the next clause shows, is to private meals, which, 
however, partook of a religious character.— 700k 
their food with gladness: A forcible expression for 


‘* joy.''—And singleness of heart: Simplicity in pur- 





pose and character. 
Verse 47.—/raising God : Closely joined with what 


‘ee 
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precedes, declaring the religious tone of their life.— 
Favor with all the people: This gave opportunity 
for growth in Jerusalem.—Added to them: ‘*To the 


’ 


church "’ is found only in later authorities. As the 


Greek phrase here rendered ‘‘to them’’—literally, 


‘« together '’—comes last, these authorities connect it 
with the next verse. But the oldest Greek manu- 
scripts, though without punctuation-marks, evidently 
join it, as in the Revised Version.— Were saved: 
Or, ‘‘ were being saved.’’ Either sense is grammati- 
cal, the article with the present participle being used 
to designate a class of people, or a continued process. 
The American Revisers prefer the former (so also in 
g Cor. 1 : 15) 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
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If we are His, all we have belongs to him and his. 


‘<0 


Morning Brightness 


By Alexander 


HE last words of Peter's address were, ‘‘ whom 
ye crucified.’” No wonder that the hearers 
were ‘‘ pricked in their heart’’ when they heard that 
the miracle at Pentecost was the doing of the crucified 
Jesus, and showed that God had exalted him whom 
the nation had rejected. The gospel has a sting in 
it, and a pierced conscience is its first effect. But it 
was not only the sin of rejecting Jesus which the 
hearers had to repent of. Peter's answer to their 
alarmed question, ‘‘ What shall we do?'’ points to 
the whole course of their lives. Like John the Bap- 
tist and Jesus himself, the Apostle began his gospel 
ministry with the call to re- 
pentance, as all such min- 
istry should ever begin. A 
grave defect in not a little 
‘‘ evangelical '’ teaching is 
that it elevates faith into the 
sole condition of salvation, 
and says little or nothing ox: 
repentance. Peter, at first 
sight, may seem to fall into 
the converse omission here, 
for he says nothing about 
faith. But baptism in the 
name of Jesus necessarily im- 
plied faith in the name, and 
Peter's whole discourse had 
had one object,—to set forth 
Jesus as Christ and Lord. 
The Greek brings out very 
clearly that baptism rested on 
the acknowledgment of Jesus 
as the Christ, for it reads, 
‘« Baptized upon the name.’ 
No doubt, at this early stage, 
the apostle had not come to 
as full and clear conceptions 
as afterwards, and, no doubt, 
his preaching to Cornelius 
suggestively contrasts with this answer, for 7/ was that 
‘‘every one that believeth on him shall receive re- 
mission of sins;'’ and, no doubt, Paul’s answer to 
the Philippian jailer rings out the truth more clearly, 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ;’' but it is an exaggeration to say that Peter 
did not require faith as the condition of discipleship 
and baptism, even at the beginning. ‘‘ Repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,’’ 
should never be parted in presenting the gospel. 
The consideration that the ground of baptism was 


McLaren, D.D. 


the acknowledgment of Jesus as Messiah explains the 
curtailed form in which the baptismal formula appears 
here, without obliging us to take the extreme position 
that its full form in Matthew did not really come 
from Jesus. It may also be urged that, in verse 38, 
Peter is not so much quoting the baptismal formulas 
as explaining the significance of baptism. What was 
the formula actually used on the day of Pentecost (if 
all the three thousand were baptized then) is not 
recorded. Another question arises,—does Peter make 
‘‘remission of sins’’ depend on baptism only, or on 
repentance and baptism jointly ?—the latter being the 





Jerusalem as it looks from the Mount of Olives 


symbolic act which professes the former, ‘‘ the bap- 
tism of repentance,’’ as it is elsewhere called. The 
writer of Hebrews thought it an irrational incongruity 
to suppose that ‘‘ the blood of bulls and goats should 
take away sins,’’ and the same incongruity attaches to 
the belief that the water of baptism can do so. To 
suppose that spiritual defilement can be removed by 
a material liquid, be it blood or water, is more akin 
to heathen magic than to Christian truth. 

It was natural that, on Pentecost, Peter should sum 
up all the blessings to be received by believers in 
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«the gift of the Holy Spirit.’"" In so doing, he 
models his words on Joel’s prophecy which he had 
quoted. It contained ‘‘ the promise,’’ and in its 
extension of the outpouring of the Spirit to ‘all 
flesh '’ Peter saw the universalism which Jesus’ last 
commission had made so prominent. But it was not 
indiscriminateness, though it was universalism, but it 
was ‘‘as many as the Lord our God [ours in contre- 
distinction to ‘them afar off’’] shall call unto him." 
That expression corresponds to Joel's limitation, 
«« Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be delivered.’’ He whom the Lord calls to himself 
calls on the Lord. And Jesus is the Lord who calls 
men unto him by his love and death, and who hears 
their cry and saves them. 

As in chapter 4 : 32-35, Luke appends to the nar- 
rative of an epoch a sketch of the condition of the 
church after it. He first tells us how the great in- 
crease of believers was assimilated and educated, and 
then what was the spiritual state of the whole com- 
munity. It was no easy matter to incorporate such 
a large number of partially instructed raw converts 
into the little church of a hundred and twenty. It 
might have been swamped by the flood, but all went 
well, thanks to the docility and stedfastness of the 
three thousand. Their sudden emotion changed into 
persistent adhesion. Instantaneous conversions may 
be the beginnings of permanent revolutions in char- 
acter. A man may wheel round very quickly, and 
then may walk very resolvedly on his new road. But 
conversion only begins the work, and, if the four things 
to which the three thousand clung are neglected, it 
will come to nothing. What are these four? First 
and foremost the apostles’ teaching. The facts of 
Christ's life and death, with the commentary on these 
which the resurrection, ascension, and Pentecost 
supplied, were, of necessity, the subjects of instruc- 
tion, for the new accessions would know but little of 
these. And similar instruction is the need of all 
new-born spiritual life, which 
can only grow by feeding on 
‘‘the milk of the word."’ 
The reason why so many con- 
verts never get much farther 
than they are at the beginning 
is largely their not being 
taught the principles of gos- 
pel truth. Second, ‘ fellow- 
ship,’’ which seems here to 
mean brotherly intercourse 
and affection, the blessed new 
affection which knit the dis- 
ciples together. Third, break- 
ing of bread, which is evi- 
dently the Lord's Supper. 
Fourth, ‘‘the prayers,’’ by 
which is probably meant, not 
the Jewish temple devotions, 
but united Christian suppli- 
cations. So teaching, com- 
munion with brethren, the 
daily remembrance in the 
supper of the death which 
unites us all, and common 
supplication, are the means 
by which these new converts 
grew in grace, and by which 
we can keep the flame alive and increasing in our 
hearts. 

The wider view of the state of the whole church 
touches several of the same points. Note the repeti- 
tion of the word ‘ continued stedfastly,’’ and also of 
the expression ‘‘ breaking bread.'’ We observe also 
the emphasis on the ‘‘accord’’ of the whole. A 
strange oneness fused all together. In that blessed 
early hour were no discords. And, as all were melted 
into one mass, ‘‘they had all things common." 
When they were so closely knit, ‘‘mine’’ and 
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‘‘yours’’ ceased to mean anything, and ‘ours”’ 


came to be the only natural word. That was no 
appointed community of goods, for we see that Ana- 
nias had liberty either to sell or keep his property, 
and that Mark's mother had a house and at least one 
slave girl. Enjoined community of goods is worth- 
less. Let a common love to a common redeeming 
Lord draw men together, and they will need no regu- 
lations about property. Nobody told these believers 
to share their goods. ‘Their own hearts told them. 
Communists and Socialists begin at the wrong end 
when they wish to regulate property, and leave the 
proprietors’ natural selfishness undealt with. No less 
do Christian people err when they button up their 
pockets, as a consequence of having shut up their 
hearts, against their needy brethren. The spring of 
love to men, which is love to Jesus Christ, must have 
run nearly dry, when the stream trickles from it so 
scantily, as is too often the case. The owners were 
still owners, and there was care in distribution ‘‘ ac- 
cording as any man had need.’’ That is not commu- 
nism, as modern ideas go, but it is stewardship and 
wise administration. The individual still ‘ pos- 
sessed,’’ but did not call it or use it for his own. 
Would that rich and less rich among our present-day 
Christians did the same! There would be fewer mis- 
eries and less unrest, and less of dangerous question- 
ing whether property has any rights at all, even the 
right to be. 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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When Christ is our chief good, all other goods will 
take their right places in the life. 








Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


" REAKING BREAD FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, 
DID EAT THEIR MEAT WITH GLADNESS AND 
SINGLENESS OF HEART.’’—The extreme simplicity of 
life in the East renders the picture of the early church 
as portrayed in the closing verses of Acts 2 easily 
intelligible to one familiar with society as we find it 
to-day in Palestine. There are no conventional hours 
for making visits, and so, if any one has anything 
particular to communicate, he may come before the 
sun is up, and he will stay as long as he is inter- 
ested, or as it suits him. Time is no object to him, 
He is not afraid that the roast will be spoiled in the 
oven, or that he will be rated for being late at meals, 
and so, his mind being at ease, he can talk and 
moke, eat and drink, at his neighbor's, or elsewhere, 
without any fear of creating a domestic disturbance. 
As it is now, so, no doubt, it was in the davs of the 


ipostles. 


The good people in Jerusalem who had 


been privileged to hear Peter's sermon were so stirred 
up and moved by the Spirit that they felt compelled 
to go ‘‘from house to house’’ exchanging views, 
talking to one another about the wonderful things 
they had heard and seen, and in their enthusiasm 
attracting outsiders who would naturally come to- 
gether out of curiosity, if nothing else, and, being 
persuaded of the truths discussed, were converted to 
the new faith, and ‘‘the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved"’ (or, as were saved). 
Such a spirit of joy filled these newly born souls, that 
for the time they seem to have been living above all 
material considerations, and, ‘‘ continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple, praising God,’’ and ‘‘ break- 
ing bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart.’’ 
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Meal times did not trouble them. No doubt, they 
would take their loaves and a few olives, and go wherever 
two or three were gathered together, and soon a house 
would be full of people upon whom the spirit of Joel 
(Joel 2 : 28) had fallen, and they would all participate 
in the times of refreshing, and bathe in the flood of 
light and knowledge that accompanied this great 
revival. 

In the ‘‘ breaking of bread’’ they would remember 
the body of the Lord, broken for them. The Syriac 
version renders this phrase ‘‘ the eucharist.’’ 

Our bread is made into broad, flat, thin cakes, 
which we do not cut, but break (or tear, it may be). 
At the present day, the common people, pious and 
otherwise, pay a superstitious reverence to broken 
bread. In going up a mountain, one day, I was sur- 
prised to see my guide, a young man, stoop, pick up 
a bngken piece of bread (that some careless one had 
doubtless let fall), kiss it, raise it to his forehead, and 
then reverently lay it on a boulder by the wayside, so 
that no one might tread on it. The idea of bread as 
an emblem causes one of the simplest acts of life to 
assume a devotional character when done unto the 
Lord (1 Cor. 10 : 31). 

SCHWEIR, MT. LEBANON, SYRIA, 
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The church that fears men will never win their favor. 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


The Church of the New D spensation 


HE preaching : God has made him whom you 
have crucified both Lord and Christ (v. 36). 
What enormity of sin in the crucifiers ! 
The effect : The hearers were sharply convicted of 
sin, and cried out, ‘‘ Brethren, what shall we do ?’’ 
The answer : Change your mental estimate of Christ, 
swear allegiance to him, publicly confess him by bap- 
tism, and thus have all sins remitted, and receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. What a magnificent pro- 
gram! It changed enemies of God into friends in a 
moment. No wonder it took both God and man to 
carry it out! 
Results : What kind of men did the new doctrine 
and indwelling Spirit make? 1, They became sted- 
fast in the things taught, in fellowship, in celebrating 
the Lord’s Supper, and prayers (v. 42). They could 
no more be made into a fickle, howling mob, crying, 
«‘Crucify him !’" 2. Every soul lived in a sacred 
awe, saw the wonders that spiritual power can work 
in material realms (v. 43). 3. Their love of others 
surpassed their love for land and personal property 
(vs. 44, 45). This community of God’s was volun- 
tary, not compulsory (Acts 5: 4). It was adapted to 
the pentecostal time, when men were away from 
(4.) Each head of the 


family became a high-priest, one of the royal priest- 


home, and not to all times. 


hood, and administered the holy communion ‘‘at 
home'’ (v. 46), and continued to partake of their 
daily food with gladness, and without stoniness of 
heart, praising God, and having favor with all the 
people. 

Marvelous change of fickle, wind-blown human 
nature ! What lacked it of heaven? Only environ- 
ments. They had, with the indwelling Spirit, all its 
essence. 

They were not a definite elect number. The para- 
bles of the multiplying seed and of the spreading 
leaven had full exemplification. The Lord added to 
them daily those whom the spreading leaven reached, 
those who were being daily saved. 

Happily, salvation is of the present tense. If its 
fruits are so blessed here, what will their final perfec- 
tion be? 


UNIVERSITY PARK, COLo. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HEY were pricked in their heart (v. 37). It 
was much to their credit that they had hearts 
which could be pricked. The whole effort of some 
people seems to be to turn their souls into a sort of 
pin-cushion, so that they can be pricked without 
feeling. But a soul that does not feel the prick of 
conscience is like an eye that does not feel the lacera- 
tion of a cinder. There is a plant called the ‘‘ mi- 
mosa,’’ whose leaves tremble at the tramp of horses 
miles away. The telescopes of our astronomical 
observatories are so delicate that, if placed in a great 
city, the vibration from passing wagons jars them 
Get your conscience as sensitive as that. Train it 
until the most trivial fault will make you suffer an 
intolerable pain. ‘‘Sensitive’’ people are wounded 
if you point your finger at them, or whisper behind 
their backs. Now sensitive feelings are very bad 
things, but a sensitive conscience is as indispensable 
to a true life as a ‘‘sensitized’’ plate is to a good 
picture in a camera. 

What shall we do? That is the very first question 
of every sensitive conscience, for, if a wrong has been 
done, it must be undone. ‘* What shall I do?’’ 
asked little Bill when his father found out that he had 
broken the glass in the street lamp, and the little fel- 
low sat on the edge of a chair trembling like a mimosa 
leaf. ‘*Do?’’ cries his father,—‘‘ do? 


the lamplighter comes along this evening. 


Wait until 

Ask him 
whom you must pay, then go and settle like a man,’’ 
‘« |—I—thought that all I had to do was to ask God 
to forgive me,’’ little Bill whimpered. 
learned that of me. 


‘*You never 
It's an outrage to ask God to 
forgive you for anything which you can make right 
your own self. There will be quite enough left 
which you cannot put right. Ask him to forgive you 
for that,’’ his father said sternly. ‘* Wouldn't bap- 
tizing do me any good ?"’ asked little Bill. ‘* Not 
until you have repented,—which means ‘ settling,’ "’ 
replied his father. After he came home that night, 
his father said, ‘‘ Now, little Bill, if you see clearly 
what God wants of you, and are ready to undo all 
your wrongs as far as you can, and trust God for the 
pardon of the balance, if you want to follow Jesus 
Christ, if you want to live a blameless life, go and be 
baptized.”’ 

Continued stedfastly in the apostles teaching and 
fellowship (v. 42). 
Some people continue in the apostles’ teaching and 


‘« Stedfast,’’ not ‘* bed-fast.’’ 


fellowship as bed-fast people stay in their chambers, 
helpless, inert, passive. Some people are just ‘‘stub- 
born’’ in that ‘‘ doctrine and fellowship.’’ A man 
driving a mule along a Georgia road had been dis- 
paraging the converts at a camp-meeting to his young 
son. ‘‘I despise these people that are up and down, 
out and in, good to-day and bad to-morrow. Now, 
Just then the mule balked, and 


nothing could budge him. 


I’m established !’ 
‘« Pa, I guess he’s estab- 


lished too !"' For one, I think a mule 


said the boy. 
can be established just as well when he is trotting 
obediently along the road, and making steady prog- 
ress, as when he is balking. An oak is pretty sted- 
fast, and yet it is stretching out and reaching up 
every day in the year. There are other stedfast 
things besides granite boulders. President McKinley 
was ‘‘ stedfast.’’ ‘‘ Be ye stedfast, unmoveable [in your 
progress, I think], always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.”’ 

Had all things common (v. 44). Once upon a time 
there were three men who each had farms of exactly 
seventy-five acres. The first kept his all to himself, 
and never gave even a pint of its produce away. The 
second said, ‘‘ Here are seventy-five acres,—just an 
acre for each million of people in America.’ And 
he divided it up, and gave each one of them a quitclaim 


deed to his share. The third kept the title to his land, 
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but tilled it very carefully, and gave away a tenth of his 
Hic 
‘Never give away the oil of your 


crops to the poor people in his neighborhood. 
fabula docet / 
lamp, though your lamp be never so small ; let your 
gift be the flame, its crown,’ said Maeterlinck. 
Having favor with all the people (v. 47). 
people seem to measure the fervor of their religion by 


Some 
the number of enemies they make. Now one thing is 
certain, you can’t please everybody. If you please 
the good, you will displease the bad; and if you 
please the bad, you will displease the good. Start 
out with that idea clear in your mind, and then you 
won't be worried at the antagonisms you will certainly 
But I hold 
it to be a true and defensible proposition, that, if you 


generate (unless you are a mere nobody). 


live in a community of good people, and don’t gain 
their good-will, you are no true disciple of Jesus. 
For the divine life in a human soul wins love and 
devotion, especially that of little children. If you 
cannot gain the ‘‘ favor’’ of your scholars, you'd better 
give up your place to your betters. If they love you, 
hold on,—even if they don’t get their lessons. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


Riga Sunday we left Peter preaching. To-day we 


must look for the results of his sermon. How 
did the people feel as they heard him tell of the life, 
death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus? What 


does ‘‘ pricked in their heart’’ mean? Did they 


stop with mere feeling ? What question did they ask 
of the disciples ? What was Peter's answer to their 
question ? Did they do what Peter told them they 
should do? About how many of them were baptized 
that day ? What did they then do with their prop- 
erty ? How did they all féel over this new religious 
experience ? 

Now turn to the board. Put down the words The 
Church, A.M., P.M. That morning, the full strength 
of the church in Jerusalem was 120 souls. But see 
how it grew before night. How many were converted ? 
Three thousand. Did these all join the church at 
once ? 


3120. 


So how many members were there by night ? 
Because of the ful- 
filment of the promise of power that Jesus had made 
to them. 


How was this possible ? 


Through the Holy Spirit these men were 
converted, and so joined the number of believers. 

Is God willing to give the same Holy Spirit to us in 
all our work for him ? 
Luke 11 : 13. 


Here have some teacher read 
Here, then, lies the source of all our spir- 
It is not by our own might that we can 
do great things for God. 


itual power. 
Hear what God says. Here 
have some teacher read Zechariah 4:6. Now lead in 
prayer that we all may have this gift of the Holy 
Spirit in all of our work for the Master. 





THE CHURCH 
A.M. P.M. 
120 ae 5 ae 3120 


THROUGH GOD’S SPIRIT 











New YORK CITY. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to ‘‘ Bible Songs.'’) 


‘* The church's one foundation." Psa. 100 : 1-5 


*‘ All hail, the pewer of Jesus’ name."’ (141 : 1-3.) 

“ug a Psa. 68 : 18-20. 
Sing them over again to me. (or : 1-3.) 

** How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.” Psa. 27: 4-6. _ 

‘* Forward ! be our watchword.” 37 : 3-5.) 

**O worship the King all-glorious above." Psa a ella 

$0 thie . be (159 : 1-3.) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow."" Psa rro : 1-8 

*‘In the cross of Christ I glory." (172 : 1-6.) 
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International Beginners’ Course 
Teaching Hints by George H. Archibald 


As announced in the Times of December 21, Mr. Archi- 
bald's hints on the teaching of the new and eagerly awaited 
International Bible Lessons for Beginners are begun herewith. 
In order to conform to the dates of such special seasons as 
faster and Christmas, the course is begun by taking lesson 
No. 18 for its opening, to be taught on Sunday, January 19. 
Lesson No. 18 is therefore really lesson No. 1 for those who 
follow these teaching hints. Next week's issue of the Times 
will contain the second lesson, or No. 19 in the course, and so 
on. ‘The full list of lesson topics for this course was published 
in the ‘Times of December 21, and will be mailed free by the 
Editor. 


Lesson 18. Joy at Jesus’ Birth. Luke 2: 8-20 


Theme for Lessons 18-21: Babyhood and Boyhood 
of Jesus. 

Golden Text for Lessons 18 and 19: For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. 
—John 3: 16. 

Result Sought : 

Joy and gladness because of Jesus’ birth. 

1. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 

(1.) Mental preparation. Begin the lesson by a 
talk with the children about the happy times they had 
at Christmas. Let them tell you about their presents, 
Santa Claus, dolls, games, etc. After some free con- 
versation about these things, ask, ‘* Whose birthday 
is Christmas Day ?’’ Continue bya talk about happy 
times we have when a birthday comes: show that 
Christmas is the glad, happy day it is for us because 
it is the birthday of the Christ-child. 

(2.) Physical preparation. Wefore the lesson story 
is told, be sure that the children are physically ready 
to listen. If they are active and restless, give them 
some physical exercise, and give them enough of it 
to make them want to be quiet and listen. The time 
to tell children stories is, not when they are full of 
energy, but after the intense energy has been at least 
partially thrown off. There is no story like the 
The very name ought to be 
full of suggestion to the teachers of the little people. 

The six-year-old lives in the world of ‘‘ make be- 
lieve,"’ As the 
lesson story proceeds, have the children use their 
physical energy in making believe that, for example, 
they are the shepherds. 


‘«sleepy-time story.”’ 


‘«pretend,’’ and ‘‘let’s suppose.’’ 


Have them imitate part or 
all of the following physical movements of the shep- 
herds : (a) Binding their clothes tightly about them, 
because the night air is cold, (4) Picking up their 
(c) The 
walk to the hillside, where their friends are tending 
the sheep, and the bow of greeting. (d) Darkness is 
coming ; they gaze at the stars. (e) Making a fire 
and eating the evening meal. (/) Some of them 
preparing for sleep, while others watch. (g) Gazing 
upward and intently listening to the heavenly music. 
(A) The journey back to Bethlehem, and finding the 
baby Jesus. (7) Worshiping him in the stable. 

The teacher with an imagination can make this 
lesson ever live in the lives of the children. 


crooks and carrying them in their hands. 


Using 
the muscles of the body in imitation of the shepherds 
will make the story interesting, the picture vivid, the 
scene real, and the truth a living one. 
with our muscles we never forget. 


What we learn 
The more senses 
used in the teaching of a lesson, the deeper will be 
the impression. If these movements cannot be done 
reverently, omit them. Some teachers can talk about 
and imitate almost anything in the Sunday-school 
class with perfect reverence, others cannot. The differ- 
ence is largely in the spirit and manner of the teacher. 
2. THE Lesson Story. 

Study the story well before attempting to tell it. 


Your success as a teacher of little people depends 
largely upon your ability to tell a story. Follow the 
outline given above under ‘‘ Physical Preparation,"’ 
fill in detail, but study carefully to see that this detail 
is both interesting and harmless to the children. A 
well-told children’s story is remarkable for what is 
left out of it, rather than what is put in. 

As the story is told, again and again emphasize the 
thought of the joy of the shepherds, and of the angels, 
and of the heavenly host ; also that the people every- 
where were glad when they heard the good news of 
Jesus’ birth from the shepherds on the first Christmas 
Day. Do not emphasize the fear of the shepherds 
very much. That will be learned in a later period of 
development, —it might be harmful at this time. 

3. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

Who were glad that first Christmas Day? How 
did they show their gladness? Let us all stand and 
sing our praise hymn, and we will tell God the Father 
that we thank him for his love and the good gift of 
his Son. First, let us repeat the Golden Text together, 
and then we will sing : 


‘* Praise him, praise him, all ye little children ; 
He is love, he is love.’’ 
Blackboard 

As the lesson story progresses, draw the city of 
Bethlehem in the distance. By strokes or pieces of 
paper represent the shepherds journeyigg from the 
city to the hills where the sheep are grazing ; pin 
some silver stars to the board to represent the night ; 
sketch the fire as it is kindled, the light from heaven. 
The whole blackboard work to be only enough to 
stimulate, but not enough to stultify, the imagination 
of the child. 

Pictures 


[A leaflet will be sent free, by the Editor, telling where such pictures 
as these may be obtained.] 


1. The Angels and the Shepherds, by Plockhérst. 
2. Arrival of the Shepherds, by Lerolle. 


~ 


The glowing church ts the growing church. 


ba 


The following three lesson articles—Primary, Intermediate, 
and Senior—are on the general International Lesson (see p. 7). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: Messengers of Cheer. 
Il. Lesson Topic: Unselfishness, 


Ill. Result Sought: 


Determination to be an unselfish messenger 
of cheer. 


IV. Starting-Points : 

{Nore.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. The other are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred.] 

1. Did any one ever give you a box of candy ? 

2. Who likes to be leader in the games? 
Why? 

3. Who likes the best seats in school ? etc. 


V. Steps in the Teaching Process 
The phrase ‘*The Church'’ is a concept abso. 
lutely beyond the comprehension of the young child. 
Therefore lessons about the founding of the early 
church, and other such incidents in ecclesiastical 
history, are quite out of place as lesson material for 


the primary-grade children. They may learn some 
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of this history through stories of individuals, such as 
Peter, Paul, or Philip, but to try to give the child 
such abstractions as that contained in to-day’s Golden 
Text is more than a waste of time. 

The task before us, therefore, is to bring before the 
child something in such concrete story form as will 
be on his plane of experience. The little seven-year, 
busy playing with her kittie, is not, and cannot be, 
interested in the history of the church of Palestine 
and Asia Minor, eighteen hundred years ago. 

The youth of twelve is only beginning to be inter- 
ested in such history, but there is probably a greater 
difference between a child of seven and another of 
twelve than between the child of twelve and one of 
twenty. Again, the little child must be taught largely 
through the emotions. It is not the knowledge of 
the shepherds’ care for the sheep in Eastern lands 
that helps him to get good from the Twenty-third 
Psalm (for he knows practically nothing about that), 
but rather his pity for the straying lamb, and his love 
for the kind shepherd. He learns through his emo- 
tions rather than through his intellect, through his 
feelings rather than by abstract reasoning. Again, 
the idea of organization has scarcely been thought of 
as yet. Child study shows us that it is not until the 
age of ten years that the boys begin spontaneously to 
organize into clubs and societies. Not until the age 
of twelve or fourteen does the organizing interest 
amount to much. The secret of success in teaching 
lies in bringing the truth at the time when the corre- 
sponding interest of the child calls for it. Much, 
therefore, in these lessons, that may be of interest to 
the older scholar, must be passed over in dealing with 
‘«the eight-year-old and under.’ 

We may begin as follows : 

I. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 

Boys and girls, did any one ever give you a box of 
candy ? What did you do with it? 

Our lesson story to-day tells us about some people 
who had some good things, and what they did with 
them. 

2. THE LESSON STORY. 

Jesus’ disciples and friends, who became his mes- 
sengers of cheer, knew that, if they would be the kind 
of messengers he wanted them to be, they must learn 
to think more of other people than themselves. 

The apostles and the women, and probably more 
than a hundred others, lived together as one large 
family. They shared all that they had with one an- 
other. They met together day by day to pray and to 
talk with one another, something as we do every 
Sunday in Sunday-school. They wanted to see how 
they could be most helpful to each other, as well as 
to the sick, and the poor, and the lame, and the 
blind. Indeed, they wanted to do things just as 
Jesus used to do before he went back into heaven, 
So, whenever any one of them needed anything, the 
others did what they could to supply his need. If 
one of them had something that the others did 
not have, he willingly shared it with them. I sup- 
pose sometimes they were tempted to keep things for 
themselves, but when they remembered that they be- 
longed to the family band of messengers of cheer, 
they willingly shared what they had with the others. 

Let me tell you a story. A large old willow-tree 
stood by itself not far from an old-fashioned house. 
It had been there for a long time, and many birds 
had made their homes and built their nests in its 
comfortable branches. Could it have spoken, it 
would have many curious and interesting stories to 
tell about the birds and their families of tiny ones. 

One morning, after a willow wren had fed her 
large family of little ones, and saw they were all 
comfortable and happy, and was sitting on a branch 
of the old willow tree quite near the nest, a titmouse 
(sometimes called a chick-a-dee) flew along, and 
chirped, ‘‘ Good-morning, Mrs. Willow Wren."’ 
** Good-morning,’’ chirped back Mrs. Willow Wren. 
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‘*I am glad to see you. And how are you and all your 
little birdies this morning?"’ ‘All pretty well, 
thank you, but I don’t think our home is as happy as 
it might be, or as yours seems to be. I thought I 
would fly over and have a little chat with you, and 
see if I could get some hints from you about the 
matter. Inthe first place, I can’t understand how you 
manage to keep all your family in that little nest. I 
haven t half your number, and yet one or two of them 
are always tumbling out of the nest."’ 
didn't make it large enough,’’ 


‘« Perhaps you 


said Mrs. Willow 


Wren. ‘‘ That can't be the reason ; it’s as large as 
yours.’ 
‘‘Ah!’’ said Mrs. Willow Wren. ‘* Well, you'll 


excuse my mentioning it, but I fancy I’ve heard that 
your young ones don’t agree very well.’’ ‘It would 
not make the nest any larger if they did,’’ said Mrs. 
Titmouse. 

‘Pardon me, friend,’’ said Mrs. Willow Wren, 
‘«but it makes all the difference in the world. If 
my twelve didn’t do their best to be kind to each 
other, we couldn't get on at all ; but I am thankful to 
say that we are all thoughtful and kind to each other, 
and that 1s what makes our home such a peaceable 
and happy one.’’ 

3. TRANSITION, 

What are some of the things Jesus did when he was 
on earth? Who were these disciples of his who 
wanted to do as he had done? Do you remember 


their names ? How many were they ? How did they 


treat one another? How did the little wrens treat one 
another ? 
4. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

Last Sunday all of you said you wanted to join the 
band of messengers of cheer. Every member of the 
band is expected to do something unselfish, as Jesus’ 
messengers did. Suppose, some day this week, Mary, 
one of our messengers of cheer, should have some 
candy, and her brother or sister have none, what do 
you think she will do with it?) What would you do? 

Memory verse: ‘‘ Be ye kind one to another’’ 


(Eph. 4 : 32). 
Vil. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The Truth 


Emphasized | Unselfishness. 








Questions on the Lesson 
Storv which draw from the 
children the Central Truth 


| The Disciples’ Unselfishness, 
Preparation | Did any one ever give you 

for Lesson | a box of candy? 

Story 


VIII. Blackboard Illustrations 


JESUS’ 


Transition. 





The Lesson 
Story 





TRUSTY 
LOVING 
UNSELFISH 


MESSENGERS OF CHEER 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


gegen the three festivals annually observed 

in many Christian churches, —Christmas, Eas- 
ter, Whitsunday,—and explain their relations to one 
another. You are to impress on your pupils a clear 
idea of the beginning and character of the early 
church. To do this, you should review the first part 
of the second chapter of Acts by a few questions. 


Bring to mind the occasion, the company of the dis- 


——_ 


hey Uri 
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ciples, the place and its associations, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit to the assembled multitude. Then 
show what made the church, and what it was, by 
studying : 

1. The Sermon that Made Converts. 
what it contained. It was based on the Scriptures 
(vs. 17-21, 25-28). Its theme was Jesus Christ. It 
declared his crucifixion, and the responsibility for it 
of the hearers ; his resurrection, of which the preacher 
and his fellow-disciples were witnesses, and his gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Point out 


It told the people of the mission 
of Christ, sent by God the Father to save men, cruci- 
fied by them, exalted, enthroned both Lord and Mes- 
siah. Sin slew him, and every one who has sinned 
has shared in the crime of crucifying Christ. 

Then followed an inquiry meeting, where those who 
had heard the sermon, and felt its truth, asked, ‘‘ What 
shall we do ?”’ 

2. How Converts Became Members of the 
Church. ‘The preacher told the inquirers, in answer 
to their questions, that they must do these four things : 

(1.) Repent of their sins. They were doing that 
already, as they learned that they had a share of re- 
sponsibility for the crucifixion of the Son of God. 
Explain what repentance is, and what moves to it. 

(2.) Confess their purpose of loyal obedience to 
Christ. They were summoned to do this by receiving 
baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of their sins. Show your pupils how baptism is the 
public renouncement of sin and acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. 

(3.) Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Show that 
this gift is offered to every one (v. 39), and that any 
one can know whether or not he has received the 
gift (t Cor. 12:1, 3). 

(4.) Enter into a covenant with believers. Explain 
that this act completed the organization of the church. 
made it fit for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
3: 16), for inward development, through which its 
members grow more and more into the likeness of 
Christ, and for its commission to bring the world to 
obedience to him. 

3. How Converts Lived in Church Fellowship. 
Show that they were distinguished from the world by 

(1.) Constantly learning of Christ. The church 
was a school for that purpose, not a society of gradu- 
ates from such a school. Explain who the teachers 
were (v. 42), and who were the pupils, and how the 
church is organized to teach disciples of their Master's 
mind and will. 

2. Regular observance of public worship and the 
Lord's Supper (v. 46). They had daily meetings for 
prayer ; they worshiped for a time with other Jews in 
the temple, and they observed the ‘‘ breaking of 
bread "’ If converts had not maintained 
regular habits of united worship, the new church 
would soon have come to an end. 


at home. 


A minister called 
on a member who kept away from the prayer-meeting. 
Taking a live coal from the grate, he placed it alone 
on the hearth. The red glow faded, and it soon be- 
came black and dead. The parishioner understood. 
‘«T’ll come to the next meeting,’’ he said. 

(3.) The spirit of brotherhood. They shared their 
property with those who had need (v. 45), gained 
favor with the people by their cheerful devotion to 
God and mutual helpfulness, and won many to join 
their company (v. 47). 


Suggestive Questions 
1. The Preaching that Builds up the Church. 
What was the subject of Peter's sermon? How did 
he describe Jesus Christ? How did he describe the 
work of the Holy Spirit ? 


Christ their Saviour ? 


What did he say made 
How did he show the people 
that they were sinners ? 

2. The Conditions of Church Membership. Why 
did the people ask the apostles what they ought to do? 
What did Peter tell them todo? What did he prom- 
ise them if they should repent and be baptized ? 
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What four things did he set forth as necessary, in or- 
der that they might unite in achurch ? Are any other 
things now necessary in order to church membership ? 

3. The Fellowship of Believers. What did the 
people do when they became united in one body? 


Who taught them ? How did they worship together ? 


(v. 42.) How did they help one another ? (vs. 44, 
45.) Ought Christians now to have all things com- 


mon? If not, why not? What was the cause of their 


contentment ? Who were constantly being added to 
them ? How may we help the church of Christ to 
increase in numbers and power ? 

Suggestive Topics 

The principles of the early church are the same 
now, but are differently applied in different social 
conditions. 

The preaching which brought men into the church 
is the preaching for our time. 

The same exhibition of love to Christ, and of fel- 
lowship of believers, will win the favor of men, and 
persuade them to accept the crucified and risen Jesus 
as Saviour and Lord 

Boston, 

% 

The world needs the community of goodness more 

than « community of goods. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
The Church of Jerusalem 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 2 : 37-47). 


|For each member of the Bible Class.] 

Peter's stirring address produced a profound im- 
pression upon his hearers, They were convinced 
that he truly announced the special manifestation of 
the divine Spirit according to the familiar promise. 
They could not but agree that they had misinter- 
preted Jesus the Nazarene, esteeming him smitten 
rather than approved of God, and that they had made 
use of lawless and unworthy methods in order to get 
rid of him. If this Jesus had been indeed raised up 
from the dead, and that, too, in accordance with the 
promise of God, and if he had sent upon his dis- 
ciples this spiritual baptism, then he was truly, as 
Lord and Christ, at once the 
Sovereign of the universe and the anointed Re- 
As they realized the attitude they had all 
taken toward him, they were overwhelmed by a pro- 


Peter declared, both 


deemer. 


found sense of sin and by a desire to be directed to 
do what was right. They turned to Peter and the 
rest of the company of Christian believers with the 
agonized words, ‘‘ Brethren, what shall we do ?"’ 
Peter was not perplexed. 
but he acted like a veteran. 


that they must ‘‘ repent,’’ 


All this was new to him, 

He promptly declared 
take a new start, wholly 
change their attitude toward Jesus, and order their 
life accordingly. They must also submit to the rite 
of baptism in the name of Jesus Messiah, symbolizing 
the putting away of their sins, thus preparing them- 
selves to receive forgiveness and a manifestation of 
the indwelling of the Spirit such as the disciples had 
themselves received, since God's promise was univer- 
sal, even including the Gentiles (2 : 39). 

Peter's exhortations were many in number (2 : 40). 
What these verses report is at best only a hint of 
what he said on this eventful day, pleading with the 
convicted multitude. The result was encouraging. 
A great throng, estimated at three thousand (2 : 41), 
added themselves to the little community of believers 
in Jesus as the Christ. 

It was a singularly united community, this first 
church of Jerusalem. For a period, the length of 
Every kind 
in the enthusiasm of 
All gave themselves steadily 


which we cannot compute, it flourished. 
of difference was overlooked 
devotion and service. 
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(2:42) to public worship (2: 46) and to the con- 
sideration of apostolic instruction (2 : 42), to meetings 
for prayer (2 : 42), and to public and private honoring 
of the Master by the observance of the ‘ 
(2 : 46). 
sympathy which drew them together and marked 


Supper”’ 
They were filled with a spirit of joy and 


them off from the rest of Jerusalem,—not in manner 
of life, not in their abodes, notin their customary acts 
their sense of brotherhood and 


of worship, but in 


in their wonderful generosity. Such a phenomenon 
made a deep impression upon the people of Jerusa- 
lem, who approved (2 . 47), and yet stood in awe, of 
these manifestations of the presence and power of God. 

As yet, however, no one dreamed that a religious 
revolution was at hand. believers 
were only differentiated from many good and faithful 
Jews by their conviction that the promised Messiah 


These Christian 


had come to the nation and the world in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the teacher, prophet, and now 
the risen and glorified Redeemer. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 





Note by the Editor.—None of the books named are neces- 
sary in following these studies The references to them are 
collated only for these who wish to use them. Yet Professor 
Sanders has prepared, especially for these lessons. the most 
careful and exhaustive list of books on the study of the Acts ever 
presented with a course of this sort. The Sunday School ‘Times 
issues it in the form of an attractive sixteen-page leaflet contain- 
ing also practical suggestions on the conduct of a Senior bible 
Class It will be sent free, upon request, by the publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








For an interesting sketch of this life of the Jeru- 
salem church at its inception see Bartlet’s ‘‘ Apostolic 
Age"’ 


(16), or Purves’s ‘‘Apostolic Age’’ (23 36-39). 
For a helpfui study of Peter in his first activity as an 
evangelist read Taylor, ‘‘ Peter the Apostle ’’ (179- 
184). Stifler’s Introduction to Acts (23-32) treats in- 
terestingly the place of this episode in the history 
covered by Acts. On the ‘‘ breaking of bread’’ see 
Abbott's Commentary on Acts (49). On 
munism see Vedder, ‘‘ Dawn of Christianity '’ (36-40). 


the com- 


II]. QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 
[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 


to members of the class The references in the brackets are to other 


lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.| 
i. saber’ s (1.) What did the Apostle 
mean by his final and crowning statement, in verse 36, 


Sermons. 


that God had made Jesus ‘‘ both Lord and Christ’’ ? 
(2.) What may be said against, or in favor of, the 
statement that the words of Peter quoted in chapter 2 
are but a hint of what he actually said? (3.) How do 
we account for the wonderful effectiveness of what 
he said? 

2. The Great Response. (4.) What two things did 
Peter require from the awakened and conscience- 
stricken multitude as the only barriers between them 
and the spiritual blessing? [McLaren: 4 1.] (5.) 
How many of them are recorded as being received 
into the circle of believers on these conditions ? 

3. The Other Workers. (6.) May we fairly sup- 
pose that the other apostles joined with Peter in this 
preaching ? If so, why is he made so prominent ? 

4. The Universal Opportunity. (7.) In verse 39, 
did Peter voice a sentiment to which every good Jew 
could respond, or was it too broad? [Riddle: v. 39. 
McLaren : § 4. ] 

5. Zhe Christian Platform. (8.) What did Peter 
mean when he urged the multitude to save themselves 
from this ‘‘ crooked generation’’ ? [Riddle: v. 40.] 

6. The Christian Community. (9.) Describe their 
manner of life during these early days of happy spir- 
itual fellowship [Archibald: v. 2. McLaren: ] 5. 
Howie. Warren: Results. Dunning: 3]. (10.) What 
was their prevailing attitude toward their property ? 
IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

One who is possessed by the thought of God's 
gracious and generous love cannot be selfish or un- 
just in his dealings with men. 

The question, ‘* What shall I do ?’’ is an unfailing 
sign of sincere and real conversion. 
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God's promises are only conditioned by our failure 
to accept them. We must in a true sense ‘‘save"’ 
ourselves. 

YALE UNIVERSITY 
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Salvation is separation from sin's power as well as 
from its penalty. 
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Dr. Babcock’s Message to the World 


O MAN could have written as Maltbie D. Bab- 
cock wrote who was not living the things he 
wrote about while he wrote them. They were not 
written as reminiscences at the close of a long life ; 
they were not fashioned in the secluded study of a 
man of letters, nor called forth by the clamors of an 
admiring reading-public ; they were struck out, white 
hot, from the stress of the life of a young man who 
had no time for writing, who had produced no book, 
who fought a ceaseless struggle with ill-health of body 
and mind, who ministered night and day, in season 
and out of season, to the needs of thousands of souls 
in great centers of our civilization, and who withal 
was so gracious, so buoyant in spirit, so loving, manly, 
forceful, and so close to the Master, that men and 
women of the world and of the Kingdom were swayed 
and saved by him to a degree that ranks his as one 
of the great names of his generation. 

The only book that bears his name is the collection, 
made by Mrs. Babcock and her friend Miss Sanford, 
of the brief articles and paragraphs and poems which 
Dr. Babcock had written in his lifetime, and which 
had appeared in several journals, many having thus 
first been published in The Sunday School Times. 
Thoughts for Every-day Living is the title of the book, 
and a better title could not have been chosen. Every- 
day life was the great theme to Dr. Babcock ; it wes 
what he gave his consecrated and remarkable powers 
to, and it was what he longed to make more worth 
while to all his fellow-men. 

The book should make life worth living to every 
It is a full, rich ex- 
pression of Dr. Babcock's own abounding life, which 
took its fulness from the Fountain-head. 


man and woman who reads it. 


His message 
rings with the truth that it is only life that counts, not 
words : ‘‘It is not, ‘ Let your lips speak,’ but, ‘ Let 
your light shine.’’’ ‘* Words carry little weight 
without a life back of them.’’ ‘‘ Christianity is not a 
voice in the wilderness, but a life in the world.’’ But 
he does more than assert, he tells why and how to 
live. He glories in life as a gymnasium, he exults in 
its discipline, its hardship: ‘‘ The tests of life are to 
make, not break us.’’ ‘Paul's thorn was not 
pleasant to him. . . . But when he found it had come 
to stay, he made friends with it swiftly.'" ‘The 
difference between iron and steel is fire, but steel is 
worth all it costs.’’ 

To him life was packed full of opportunity, and all 
too brief: ‘‘ Let us learn swiftly as we may. 
is short."’ 


Time 
He was relentless, unsparing, in the de. 
mands he laid upon self; tolerant and loving in 
‘«*If thy hand offend thee, 
cut it off,’ is a word for our sins ; for the sins of 
others, ‘ Father, forgive them.’’’ He was no ascetic. 
He believed in living z# the world, he reveled in its 
beauties, its joys, its opportunities: ‘‘We cannot 
know or enjoy or love the world too much, if God's 
will controls us.’ Christ's ‘‘aim was not to get his 
followers out of the world, but to get them into the 
world.’’ 


allowances for others. 


Of nature and its beauties he was passion- 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Pin-Money 


One woman made $1485 
last year doing easy work 
for THe Lapies’ Home 
Journat and Tue Satur- 
pay Eveninc Post. She 
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so hard as some women do 
to earn half that. 

There is no chance about 
it. You are sure of what 
you earn; and you can get 
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The Curtis 


Publishing Company 
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NELSON’S NEW PLAN 


of putting Bible Teachers’ ‘‘ Helps ’’ in alphabetical 
order is the greatest advance in 
Teachers’ Bibles since they were 
originated. 


NELSON’S 
TEACHERS’ 
BIBLE 


Popular Series, contains The Con- 
cise Bible Dictionary, with Com- 
bined Concordance and Indexed 
Bible Atlas. Price from $1.15 upwards. 
* Nelson’s 1901 Teachers’ Bible leaps into the lead." 
Ch: istian Nation, 
For sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogue to 


Thos. Nelson & Sons, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 


TISSOT PAINTINGS 
of THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


New Copyrighted Colored Lantern Slides. 


Pan-American Slides and Other Sets. 
State Funeral of McKinley. 


Catalogue and particulars on application. 
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CENTENNIAL SURVEY 
OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


A STATISTICAL SUPPLEMENT TO “CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND SOCIAL PROG- 
RESS,” BEING A CONSPECTUS OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND RESULTS OF 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONS IN ALL LANDS AT THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. 


By the Rev. JAMES S. DENNIS, D.D. 








A panoramic view of the progress of Christ’s kingdom in mission lands during the past 





century. ‘lhe present status of missions carefully tabulated, with voluminous historical 
and descriptive comments presenting in outline the salient facts, and giving a mass of 
immediately available information such as cannot be found in any other single volume 
Elaborate summaries are prepared for the busy pastor, and a broad outlook for the earn- 
est student. A Directory of 2 oreign Missionary Societies in All Lands, valuable maps of 
mission fields, very full indices, and a number of beautiful illustrations, add to the inter- 
est and usefulness of this remarkable résumé. As asystematic, accurate ry impressive 
survey of God's redemptive work in non-Christian lands it will be tour ) be of excep- 
tional practical value to all students of the contemporary progress of Christis anity 
ONE VOLUME 400 PAGES SIZE, 11x9 ILLUSTRATED 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
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For Pastors, Teachers, Everybody 


Perfect in fit, never ragged or uncomfortable. Very 
convenient, stylish, economical. Made of fine 
cloth, and exactly resemble linen goods. ‘Turn- 
down cvilars are reversible, and give double ser- 
NO LAUNDRY WORK 

When soiled, discard. ‘Ten collars or five pairs 
of cuffs, 25¢ By mail, 30c. Send 6c. in stamps 
for sample collar or pair of cuffs. Name size and 
style. Catalogue /ree 


Reversible Collar Co., Dept. 4, Boston 








Men of To-morrow 


is published by men of to-day, to interest, instruct, and 
stimulate the men of to-morrow to become God-fearing 
and man-loving men 

It is bright, wide- ‘awake, and progressive in every re- 
spect. Has ten different ‘departments that cover ever 
phase of boy life. Always contains purest and most thrill- 
ing stories, striking incidents of leading men’s lives, and 
everything else that the ablest minds, backed by ample 
capital, can suggest or procure. 

The whole magazine of 64 pages is crowded with inform- 
ation, suggestions, and facts. Send 


10 CENTS FOR 3 MONTHS 








or 
$1.00 FOR ONE YEAR, 


and we know both you and your boys will be glad to have 
known this best of all boys’ papers. Send for sample copy. 


MEN OF TO-MORROW, Box G, Albany, N. Y. 
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The Teachers’ Commentary on Acts 


Peloubet 


The Ideal Twentieth Century Commentary 


illustrated, $1.25. For sale | all booksellers, 
or sent, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, American Branch, 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 


12mo, cloth, 
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Abbott’s Commentary on 


E ACT OF THE 


APOSTLES 
By LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 


For Sunday-school teacher and Bible student. Illustrated, 8vo, cloth. Price, $1.50. 


This standard and popular commentary has passed through many editions with un- 
diminished acceptability. Lyman Abbott is master of a clear and logical style, is thoroughly 
spiritual, and yet eminently practical. He states the interpretations of leading commen- 
tators while giving his own with reverent scholarship. A good working commentary. 
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A. S. BARNES & CO. é 156 Fifth Avenue, New y York 
are THE BEST 


Dp SEEDS ans me BEST 


Ss , 
Bi) Ri f [ j \) If you want the choicest vegetables or most beautiful flowers 
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Prof. C. J. Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 
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Try these numbers. Special Sunday- 
School songs, inserted in the 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL EDITION OF 
NEW SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 


Send 10 cents in stamps for sample. 
.oo per hundred. 


HALL-MACK CO., PUBLISHERS 
1020 Arch St., Phila. 156 Fifth Ave., New York 
Revival, Prayer, and 


FOR 
A as Young People’s Meetings, 


Church Hymns and Gospel Songs 


By SANKEY, 


Church Services, 


McGRANAHAN, & STEBBINS 


367 Hymns with Music on same page 
335,000 Copies already sold 
$25.00 per 100, Sample, postage free, 20 cents. 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago 
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The Farmer 
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They cost a littlemore. They 
are worth a great deal mone 
than the ordinary kind. Sold 
everywhere. 192 annual free, 
D. M. FERRY & C@. 
Detroit, Mich. 





The Dingee & Conard Co.— 
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The Sunday School Ties 


Philadelphia, January 4, 1902 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 





The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 


age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 


cents each per year. 
1 0 One copy, or any number of copies 
$ O less than five, will be sent to sepa- 


rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 | 
cent rate. 

% 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Additions may be made at any 
Additions time to a dab—such additional 
subscriptions to expire at the same time with the club 
as originally ordered, and the rate to be the propor- 
tionate share of the yearly club rates in force at the 
time the addition is made. 


Subscribers to whom the paper is 
mailed, separately, at the rate ot 
$1.00 or 75 cents a year, can have 
the address changed at any time 
without charge. 


How Papers 
are 
Addressed 


The paper ts not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time patd for, unless by special request. 

Enoug — of any oneissue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of aschool to examine tt, will be sent 
free, upon application 


% 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage: 


One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 
For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 


paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
scribers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, l’a. 
P. O. Box 1550. 














ADVISING THE YOUNG 


This is usually the most difficult problem to 
parents, ministers, professional men, and others 


a 





to whom young men come for advice. Each 
and every one has this question to solve from 
time to time, and is often at a loss what to do. 
It is a rule that ‘‘ he who helps another to help 
himself, helps him best.'’ We are in a position 
to answer this problem in this way. We would 
be pleased to correspond with parents and 
others, and acquaint them with our plan to 
help a young man to help himself. Through 
the generosity of the founders of the school the 
Trustees are able to offer each year a few Free 
Scholarships in our Engineering courses to 
deserving, energetic, and intelligent young 
men, The Scholarships for 1902 are now 
available, and applications will be considered 
from the readers of The Sunday School Times. 
The course of study offers thorough instruction 
at home in Mechanical, Electrical, Stationary, 
Locomotive, Marine, and Textile Engineering, 
as well as Heating, Ventilation, Plumbing, and 
Mechanical Drawing under instructors who 
are graduates of the great technical schools. 
Much of the instruction is under regular teach- 
ers in the technical schools for which Boston 
is famous. Write to the 
American School of Correspondence, Boston, 
Mass., for full information, large handbook 
describing courses, methods, etc. 
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The A-B-C Book of Birds. 


| attractiveness 
| measure almost eight by eleven inches. 
| Twenty-six superbly printed color half- 





registrar of the | 
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ately fond. In a letter to a friend, he 
wrote: ‘‘I know just how the old place 
looks, with everything in full bloom, and 
wish I could hear the orioles and the 
wrens, and even the chattering of the 
blackbirds.’’ His poems especially show 
this love in rare measure. 


‘* What fragrance of the softening earth is 
this ? 


’Tis Nature, waking ’neath the sun’s warm | 


kiss, 

And here’s a blade of grass, fresh-sprung 
and green, 

And there’s a budding twig—the first I’ve 
seen, 

My heart, look up! 
is near— 

The Spring, the Resurrection of the year. 


The blessed Spring 


Is near? Is here—for there’s a blue- 
bird’s note 
Purling and gurgling from his tawny 


throat.’’ 


But to go on telling of what this little | 
| book 
| words, and letters, and poems, has in it, 
| would be to write a bigger book, for he 


of Dr. Babcock’s thoughts, and 


never repeats himself. He saw new 
things every day ; he grew, he learned, 
he loved, more and more, and as he wrote 
these things down, or dictated them in 
the midst of his busy life, he was giving 
expression to the ever-changing, ever- 
increasing possibilities of life. 

A few of his prayers, for special and 
for various occasions, have been included, 
and a number of letters, or parts of let- 
ters, to friends. The letters of comfort 
to the sorrowing are rich with the trust 
and sympathy of the writer's life. His 
poems show his most carefully wrought- 
out work, and are often masterly in form 
and execution. They too, like all his 
words, strive only to tell the story of 
God's love and plans for his needy 
children 





The above book may be ordered either from The 
Sunday School Times Co. (fr, net ; postage, 10 cents 


extra), or from its publishers, Charles Scribner's Sons. | 


New York. 
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By Mary Cath- 


erine Judd. With Nonsense Rhymes for 
Little Ones and Prosy Sense for Older 
Ones. Chicago and New York: A. W. 
Mumford. $1. 


Resplendent in bright red binding, 
and with two beautifully executed bird 
portraits in natural colors on the outside 
covers, this bird book is of exceptional 


and worth. The pages 


tones of bird life are accompanied each 
by two pages of reading -matter,—one 
a very clever jingle, the other a com- 
pact prose statement of interesting and 
instructive information about the bird, 
his habits, and his haunts. Mothers, 
teachers, and young folks, will all find 
choice material here. 
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Calendars for the New Year. 


& Sons. New York and London. 


With every return of the New Year 


season the public has come to look with 
confidence to such houses 
Raphael Tuck & Sons for a bountiful 


supply of decorative calendars and taste- | 
| ful cards of greeting. 
includes many a beautiful piece of work, 


This year's variety 


as well as some that a house of Tuck's 


standing should be unwilling to stamp | 
Especially effective | 


its imprint upon. 
are the Shakespeare and the Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes calendars, arranged in an 
unusual way which must be seen to be 
appreciated ($1 each). The floral illu- 
mination here is of high rank. The 
great variety of tasteful little cards and 
leaflets of greeting will be useful to 
many at this season. They cost but a 
few cents each. Other calendars range 
from ten cents to four dollars apiece. 


Raphael Tuck 


as that of 





Books Received 


December 20 to December 27 


The Baker & Taylor Company, New York 
Modern Mission Century, The. By Arthur T. 
Pierson. $1.50, net. 
F. M. Barton, Cleveland, Ohio 
Quiet Talks on Power. By S. D. Gordon. 50 
cents. 
Hosmer H. Billings, Elmira, N. Y. 
In Time with the Stars. By Thomas K. 
Beecher. 75 cents, net. 
Henry T. Coates & Co., Philadelphia 
By Joel Swartz, D.D. 
Doubleday & McClure Co., New York 
Real Hawaii, The. By Lucien Young, U.S.N. 
$1.50. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., New York 


Land of the Amazons, The. ‘Translated from 
the French of Baron De Santa-Anna Nery by 
George Humphery, F.R.G.S. $4, net. 


Poems. 


The Henneberry Company, New York 
Helen Parker. 
Jennings & Pye, Cincinnati 
Walk with Jesus, A. By W. H. Nelson, D.D. 


By Charles Homer Steele. 


$1, net. 

As ‘They Did It. By Rev. Fred M. Codding- 
ton. $1.25. 

Bud. By William Kennedy Marshall. §r. 


Our Lay Office-Bearers. 


By the Rev. G., F. 
Oliver, D.D. 25 cents. 


Longmans, Green, & Co., New York 
In Tibet and Chinese Turkestan. By Captain 
H. H. P. Deasy. $5, net. 

The Oxford University Press, New York 
Teachers’ Commentary on the Acts of the 
Apostles, The. By F. N. Peloubet, D.D. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 
Mormon Monster, The. By Edgar E. Folk, 

A.M., D.D. §$e2. 
Thomas Whittaker, New York 


S. John (The Modern American Bible). By 
Frank Schell Ballentine. 50 cents. 


B. & B. 


Reduced prices 


to make this the quickest, most thorough 
Shelf-Emptying ever any January yet. 

Greatest for Dry-Goods buyers. 

Fresh, active stocks a distinctive feature 
here. 

Choice goods and lower prices win the 
business—did so the past season beyond all 
records, 

Which leaves us larger surplus, more odd 
and broken lines 





fine goods, 

On these we've let loose price reductions 
to move them out right away, and make room 
for new season’s fresh, new stocks. 

Odd lots Dollar Silks, Soc. 

Odd lots Dollar Dress Goods, 50c. 

Odd lots 50c. to 75c. Dress Goods, 35c. 
—like price force on surplus lots of useful, 
seasonable goods in all departments. 

Write for definite, shelf-emptying informa- 
tion about goods you’re interested in—not 
everything selling so regardless of cost—but 
everything in the nature of odds or surplus— 
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AMERICAN SUCCESS SERIES 








Hon. WM. BE. MASON, 
United States Senator from Illinois. 
Elected to the United States Senate in 1897. 


From 1870 to 1873 he was a stenographer ina 
law office at Des Moines, lowa. In his own 
extensive law practice, Mr. Mason has always 
found shorthand of the greatest convenience and 
it has been his habit to jot down bits of testimony 
and arguments on scraps of paper or on his cuffs 
Even to-day Senator Mason still uses shorthand, 

In Senator Mason’s shorthand days stenog- 

raphers transcribed their notes with a pen or 
pencil at a rate of about twenty words a minute. 
Forty to eighty words by the average operator, 
and more than one hundred words a minute by 
the expert, may easily be written on the great 
American time-saver and 


Success, 
The Smith Premier 
Typewriter. 
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“Improvement the order of the age” 
is the motto of The Smith Premier Typewriter 
Co. It was the first to adopt new improvements. 


Handsome catalogue free. 











The Smith Premier Typewriter Co. 
Syracuse, New York, U.S. A. 

















no department excepted—Suits, Coats, Capes, 


Skirts, Waists, Men’s and Boys’ Clothing— | 


and it’s a great lot—good goods lower than 
ever heard of, 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 











“OPPORTUNITY” a 20-page illustrated month, 
ly magazine, for one year, and our special *‘Good 
News Package,"’ containing pictufes and full 
information about the fine climate, rich land, 
magnificent crops and grand ortortumaiee of the 
wonderful Northwest, for ONLY TEN CENTS 
IN SILVER, if you mention this paper. 
THE OPPORTUNITY COMPANY, 
149 NEWSPAPER ROW, ST. PAUL. MINN 














Want your corns removed? 
A-CORN SALVE does it. 15 cents. 
From druggists, or by mail. Send ad 
dress on postal, and get a free trial box. \ Ls 

Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia.4 
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NOWHERE else on 
earth can the seeker 

after health and happiness 

find such rich reward. 


CALIFORNIA 


is a winter paradise. 


Best reached via 


“SUNSET 
LIMITED” 


(Palatial hotel on 
wheels). Leave New 
York Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days, Saturdays. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO. 
R. J. Smith, Agent, 109 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 














We Offer, Subject to 
Prior Sale, 


Choice Oklahoma 
First Mortgages 


on improved farms, worth from 2% to 

5 times the amount loaned thereon 
Netting the investor 
6 per cent interest 


Each of the securities has been per- 
sonally examined by one of our 
salaried examiners. 


Write for our latest offering. 


Winne G Winne 
Winne Building, Wichita, Kan. 


Mention this paper. 











to 6% Interest Always Paid 


on our first mortgage real-estate loans, is the 
record of our 22 years of careful placing, and 
this record covers the years of gross waterin 
of industri: al investments, and the shrinkage ot 
boom values in loans on inflated mortgages. 
has never been any loss to our customers. Loans 
guaranteed. We now offer a choice selection of first 
mortgages in_ the blackwaxy belt of ‘Texas and in 
Otiakoua Write to 
THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 





There 





Seven Per Cent 


Cumulative Preferred Stock of the Granby Cot- 
ton Mills of Columbia, S. C., is now offered at 
106 and accrue sd inte rest, We can highly recom- 
mend this stock for safety and satisfactory inter- 
est returns. We have a number of other good 
investment stocks Send for list 
Hugh MacRae & Co., Bankers, 
Wilmington, North Carolina, 
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Fire Insurance Company, 
Nos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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weet santerns, Stereopticons & aS... 
all prices. articulars in 260 page illus, book ; free. 
a! prcoe al p Nfe. Optician. 49 Nassan St., New York 








THE, GENUINE. MENFELY BELLS 


The most perfect, highe est class bells in the worry 
Meneely & Co., Watervliet, West Troy P. O., 
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© Thoughts for the 
ia YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
MEETING 


BY ROBERT E. SPEER 
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face, but the face seamed deep with 
lines, which are the record of attempt 
|and achievement. Better a storm- 
| scarred old merchantman than a painted 
and profitless pleasure yacht, which 
never even was placed at the service of 
| the needy and suffering, whom it might 





| decide. 





January 19, 1002. Caleb: Choosing a 
Hard Thing. Josh. 14 : 6-14. | 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoONn.—Esther’s choice (Esth. 4 : 1-16). 
TUES.—Nehemiah's choice (Neh. 1 : 1-11). 
WED.—Jonah’'s choice (Jonah 1 : 1-17). 


THURS.—Christ's choice (Luke 22 : 39-46). 
FRI.—Stephen's choice (Acts 6 : 9-15). 
SAT.—Paul's choice (Acts 20 : 17-27). 











What are some hard things Christ calls on | 
all his followers to choose ? 

What rewards come to those who choose | 
hard things ? 

What help is available in doing these hard | 
things? 


OME men dodge the issues of life. 
They know that it is full of choices, 


but they do not want to face them and 
Caleb was not that type of man. 


| He himself recalled the old promise of 


| Moses, 


and deliberately chose to dis- 


|turb the serenity of a composed life in 


| Canaan to undertake a hard task. 


The 


| fact that he raised the question of Moses’ s 


| promise, and that, once raised, he made 


} of the man. 


the choice he did, shows the character 
Nothing so clearly shows 
the character of any man as the choices 


he makes in life 





ease or action, money 





or use, profit or service—and the spirit 


in which he faces the necessity of choice. 
The real men will front the hard things 
of life with a smile and a heart of fear- 
less calm—as the colonel’s son answered 
Kamal in the ‘‘ Ballad of the East and 
West.”’ 

% 


Caleb chose his mountain and went | 


out to subdue it. It was big, and hard 
to subdue. That was the sort of task 


Caleb liked. He had a contempt for 
the soft things, and he did not fear 
work. Men differ as widely here as 


Caleb and the other spies who went up 
with him into the Promised Land, and 
who came back afraid. Some are nat- 
ural shirks ; others leap at the chance 





of hard work. As Stanley said of Glave, 
‘«He relished a task for its bigness, and 
he greeted hard labor with a fierce joy.’’ 
But some men are incapable, or think 
themselves incapable, of work, and some 
are condemned by wrong secial standards 
to avoid honest toil. 


joy. 
% 

Of course, it would have been easy to 

argue against Caleb’s way. Men do 
that constantly now. ‘Caleb, you will 
break down, if you work so hard. 
must not undertake too much.’’ Or, as 
he went off, some might have said in 
farewell, as people say now, in a silly 
way, ‘Well, be good to yourself !"’ 
3ut not one out of a thousand 
such advice. It is the instinct that rules 
| us already. We do need the counsel of 
Caleb's spirit. Be good to your work ; 
| do it well. What happens to you is of 
little consequence. 

Yet nothing better can happen to us 
than to be called to do hard things, and 
to accept the call. Caleb chose his 
mountain because he was a man of great 
character. But winning that meuntain, 
and doing other things like it, was the 
right way to create great character. The 
strong face is not the soft and furrowless 





is strengthening and exalting. 


them, 


You 


needs 


have blessed and saved. 
% 


To seek the easy things is as weaken- 
ing as the acceptance of the hard things 
Lot chose 
the open country and the plains. Abra- 
ham chose the hillcountry. The choices 
indicated the character of the men. 
They also contributed to shape their 
characters. Go up thou among the 
hills, and grow strong warring against 
and become partner in their eter- 


ence to persons 





nal integrity. 

At the age of eighty-five Caleb was as 
| strong as he had been on the day Moses 
|sent him up to examine the Promised | 
Land. A clear conscience, the resolute 
choice of hard things, and a heart to fol- 


of perpetual youth. 


% 


God likes the men who choose hard 


things. He gives hard tasks as proof of | 
his love to those whom he trusts and | 
honors. 

~ 


It is better to have mountains to win 
than to inherit ease and possessions. 


“4 
% 


Caleb had regarded the subjugation of 
Hebron as his assigned task. Old man 
as he was, he did not want to die until 
he had performed it. Life is incom- 
plete with any of its duties undone, 


% 


And God delights in great tasks wor- 
thily performed. Hebron became the in- 
heritance of Caleb's family until the day 
the Book of Joshua was written, and for 
years beyond. The man who does God's 
work shall n not want God! s gratitude. 








MACBETH? 
wise 
got into some lamp 


trouble or other. 


They never make | 
Caleb's choice, and never taste Caleb's | 


My name on every one. 


| If you'll send your address, I'll send you 

the Index to Lamps and their Chimneys, to 

tell you what number to get for your lamp. 
MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


(15 


15 
SOUND AS A DOLLAR 


That is the result of a course 
of treatment with Scott’s Emul- 
sion. We have special refer- 
with weak 
lungs and sensitive throats. 

Scott’s Emulsion does some 
things better than others. This 
is one of them. It has a pe; 
culiar action on the throat and 
lungs which gives them 
strengthand makes themtough. 

That's how Scott’s Emulsion 
drives out coughs, colds and 
bronchitis, It keeps them out, 
too. 


We'll send you a little to try, if you like. 


| low the Lord wholly, are the best secrets | SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl street, New York. 











ON NEW YEARS 
VN Ge ola 2 





wrote 
The 


woman who 





Safeguard 
against 
fatigue and 
Illness-a pot of 











a young man took 
out 20 Year Endowment 
Policy No.241,049. in the 
Equitable tor$5,000— 
Annual Premium$24Z45 


ON NEW YEARS 
DAY 1902 


he receives the Endowment 


in cash— and $2,523,45 


in dividends - mahing inall 


$7,523A5. 


In addition, he has been 
assured for $5,000 for 
20 Years. 


for rerticulars 
a( your age. 


Send coupon be 
* of Endowpme 





THE EQUITABLE SOCIETY, Dept. No.68. 
120 Broadway, New York 


Please send me information regarding an 


NS Die Dincisaceseniuinerccsncisi if issued 


FR ccenrcincnniinivvewapeunreitinntionilies 


BEGGS acctdiin dm tnincnteiididieas teas 
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Opportunity to Make Money Same Way Astors Did—Greatest Offer Ever Known in New York— 
Guaranteed to Increase in Value 209% Within One Year—Will Double in Value upon Completion 
of New Bridge—Land is in New York City with City Improvements—Only 35 Minutes from New 
LV One City Hall—Free Trip to New York City and Return B a a a a a 








VERY one knows that more money has been made by the increase in value of real 1. THE PRESENT BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
estate in New York City than anywhere-else in America. Many of the wealthiest 2. THE NEW BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
families have made millions simply by the natural increase in 10, 20, or 30 years. UR A SPE RO SR: 

Manhattan Island is very much crowded, but when the circle was enlarged recently, property—Ouly 30 minutes by direct trofley ‘ 

the opportunities were extended, and now there is just as good an opportunity to repeat —Kare, 5 cents. 


what has been done in past years in Greater New York ; especially now that the great rivers 
are being bridged and tunneled, bringing Brooklyn and Kings County as close to New York 
City Hall as many of the most valuable sections of Manhattan Island. 

The Astors and our wealthiest families have made their money from the increase in 
value of real estate. You can prove this point, if you will take the pains to look it up. 
New York City property has increased in value more than that of any other place, becau 
of its enormous growth in population, and this growth of values and population is still going 
on. Since the consolidation of New York and Brooklyn, the increased facilities of rapid 
transit by bridge, trolley, and elevated, the immense tide of increased population has turned 
Brooklynward. The attention of the public has been called to the great advantages ox 
Brooklyn because it is only in that section that New York can grow—/f/ease note that point, 
as it is the keynote lo the situation, 
severely tax Brooklyn Bridge, As a result new bridges are being built (one of which is 
nearly completed) and tunnels are being dug beneath the East River. Not only is Brooklyn 
Borough the only section in which New York can grow, but property in old New York City, 
the same distance from City Hall, would cost 20 to 40 times the money—wnofe that poin. 


carefully, it is absolutely true. 


Listen to our Story. It is our business to study conditions, existing or possible, in 
the various cities of the United States, and we have aided in the development of 25 different 










The influx of people into Brooklyn is so great as to 








cities. After 12 years’ careful study in New York, without purchasing, in 1898 we saw 

the trend of affairs, and before the consolidation of New York and Brooklyn we bought Titles are guaranteed to us by the Title Guarantee & Trust Co., of New York 
over 1,100 acres of the choicest land in Brooklyn, and which is now in the heart of that Note our References. The Commercial Agencies, 20 National Banks, an 
borough. This land is only 3% miles from Brooklyn Bridge, and is only 35 minutes from 30,000 customers all over the United States, and especially the one at the bottom of thi 
New York City Hall. We have over $2,000,000 invested in this land, and are making it one _— page ;_ this is only one of a thousand. 


of the most beautiful spots of New York. The growth of the city, together with our im- You will note three distinct points of advantage in this proposition. First—It is : 
provements, have increased the value of the property over 25 per cent since a year ago, and Life Insurance for your family. Second—it enables you to pay in small sums, as yo: 
we feel so sure that the increase will continue, that we think there is no risk in guarantee- would in your savings-bank, and cannot cramp you; and, Third—it enables you t 


ing a 20% increase for the next year. 


participate in the great growth of values in New York real estate which are due tc 
natural conditions ; and, furthermore, the three 
advantages are absolutely without risk. 





sixty days, from 1850 to Igol. 





Illustrations. Lot on corner 146th 
Street and 3d Avenue, New York City, 
worth, in 1881, $1,500; sold in spring of 
1901 for $70,000, to Henry Lewis Morris. 
His grandfather sold it for $155 in 1853. 

Lot on 80th Street, opposite Central Park, 
sold, in 1850, for $500, in 1901 brought a 
price that showed an increase of $500 every 
Authority : 
Real Estate Editor, New York Sun. 








FREE TRIP TO NEW YORK 


As a further guarantee of good faith, we 
agree with all persons living east of Chicago 
to pay you in cash the cost of your railroad 
fare to New York and return, if you visit 
our property and find one word of this ad- 
bp 2 t oe vertisement a misrepresentation ; or, 7 case 
ay fa Laaoder 7, te aX 4 eS! vou buy, to credit cost of the fare to you on 
pi was. : ee. your purchase ; to those living farther away 

: than Chicago we will pay that proportion 








equal to cost of fare to Chicago and return, 





Here is Our Proposition. 


Our property is 
improved in exact accordance wiih city specifica- 
tions. Streets 60, 80, and 100 feet wide, built to 
city grade, bordered on each side by § feet grano- 
lithic cementine sidewalks, flower-beds and shrub- 
bery, city water, gas, etc,, all at our expense. Tor 
$10 down and $1.50 per week, or $6 per month, 
we sell you a regular New York City lot, subject to 


We would advise you, if you are satisfied, to 
send first payment, $10 in cash, at our risk, 
immediately, and we will select the very best 
lot for you. Or, if you desire further par- 
ticulars, write without delay for maps, de- 
tails, and information. It will cost you noth- 
ing to find out and thoroughly satisfy your- 
self. We solicit closest investigation. Ref- 
































the following guarantees from us: an. Sg A ee RI 7 erences by hundreds. Our reputation is 
If, at the expiration of the year 1902, this lot is Base ide SE : national. 
not worth $576, we will refund all of the money 
you have paid us, with 6 per cent interest addi- MAP SHOWING LOCATION GF This PKUPERTY As an Investment, we believe this to be one of 
tional. Ihe black spot marked ** RUGBY” shows just where it is. the safest, surest. and most profit. 


If you should die at any time 
before payments have been com- 
pleted, we will give to your heirs 
a deed to the lot without further 
cost. 

If you should get out of employ- 


ip Mcnl,or-he sick, you will not for- 


feit the land. - 


Send us $10, and we will re- 
serve you one of the best unsold 
lots, then you may pay $6 per 
month until the full amount is 
paid ; this gives you all the benefit 
of the increase in value from the 
time you make the first payment; 
or, if you are at all interested, we 
will send you maps and full in- 
formation free, 





able that could be entered into. 11 
is safer than a Savings- Bank, as it 
is not subject to panic, while the 
prospective profits are infinitely 
greater. It is the surest, because, 
as a matter of history, New York 
City property has steadily in 
creased in value ever since the 
city was originally formed. It is 
bound to be profitable, because 
there is no other land within the 
same distance of New York City 
Hall that can be had for anything 
near as low a price, This because 
New York has become so con 
gested that the ** density belt ’ 
has advanced to the very gates o 
our properties, which are imme 
. Se = diately in the line of this de- 
Cor. Utica Ave. and Linden Boulevard, Rugby. Every improvement you see has been made within 6 months. velopment. 





WOOD, HARMON, & CO. # Department J # 257 BROADWAY # NEW YORK 


The following testimonial was given us by the Nassau National Bank of Brooklyn: “ There is no doubt the property offered by Wood. Harmon, 
a man of limited income can possibly make within the corporate limits of Greater New York. It can be said without hesitan« y that Wood, Harmon 
investor, whether he resides in Greater New York or any other section of the United States ; 


1. & Co. in the Twenty-ninth Ward represents one of the best investments 
& Co are perfectiv reliable, and are worthy the fullest corfidence of the 


THE NASSAU NATIONAL BANK OF BROOKLYN.” 


NEW YORK ~ 


I 





